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The Overland Trails Council, Boy Scouts of America is excited to bring
you the 4™ Annual Merit Badge University. This Leader Guidebook is
the beginning of an exciting 2011 Merit Badge University experience.

It is our intent to create an environment where Scouts have the
opportunity to continue their advancement program and earn up to
three merit badges that may not be readily available elsewhere. It is
not our intention to create a so-called “Merit Badge factory” that
cranks out merit badges with minimal work required from the Scouts.
Scouts who come with that expectation will be disappointed at the end
of the weekend.

We want you to enjoy your experience at the Overland Trails Council
Merit Badge University so we are offering live entertainment Friday
night. After class sessions on Saturday, Scouts and Leaders will have
the opportunity to enjoy many activities including the Moon Light Swim
at Island Oasis Water Park.

We understand that Scouts and Leaders have high expectations when it
comes to Scouting events. To help meet these expectations, the Merit
Badge University Committee has been working hard to introduce
several updates and improvements to this year’s event. It is our goal
that every Scout and leader who attends Merit Badge University will
walk away with a lifetime of great memories.

Traci Raber
Pawnee District Executive
Merit Badge University Staff Advisor



UNIVERSTIY INFORMATION AND POLICIES

CHECK-IN: Check in will begin at 2:00 pm. All participants are required to check in at the Stuhr
Museum, 3133 West Highway 34, to receive your weekend unit information packet. We ask that you send
one representative from your unit to the registration area to avoid congestion.

CAMPSITES: If you are camping on the museum grounds you will be assigned a campsite at the time
of check-in. After your campsite has been assigned, you will be allowed to take one vehicle into the
campground to unload gear. No vehicles or unit trailers will be allowed to stay in the campground area
and will be required to return to the designated parking area. Please advise us of any physical limitations
we should be aware of (C-PAP).

Please note: 1) open flames of any kind are NOT permitted, 2) we are camping on an open prairie, to
help protect tent floors it is recommended that you place a tarp or ground clothe under each tent and 3)
follow the practices of “Leave No Trace”.

CAMPUS MAPS: Maps of Stuhr Museum and Central Community College can be found on our web
page.

SHOWER FACILITIES: Upon request shower facilities are available for participants to use at Camp
Augustine.

OTHER OVER-NIGHT LODGING: If you or your unit would prefer to stay at a hotel/motel, please
contact the Hall County Convention and Visitors Bureau, 308-382-4400, or Visit their website:
www.visitgrandisland.com for a list of facilities. Hall County Park, adjacent to the Stuhr
Museum, offers 19 RV spaces. For more information visit their website:
http://www.hallcountyne.gov/content.lasso?page=6133

TWO DEEP LEADERSHIP: BSA requires all units to maintain at least two deep leadership. Each unit
will be required to provide this during the entire weekend event. One adult attending must be at least 21
years of age and registered with the BSA. All adults accompanying Scouts during the university
weekend must complete an MBU Leader Registration form and pay all associated fees. Each unit
will be asked to provide a list of adults who will be in attendance for the weekend during check-in.

UNIT LEADER RESPONSIBILITIES: Adult leaders of Scouting units are responsible for monitoring
the behavior of youth members and interceding when necessary. We ask that leaders attend merit badge
class sessions to assist the counselors with any behavior issues that may arise so that the counselors can
concentrate on the Merit Badge requirements.

PROVISIONAL SCOUT ATTENDANCE: There are instances when Scouts may wish to attend Merit
Badge University without their Troop. Since it is our desire to serve as many Scouts as possible, the
Merit Badge University committee will find a Troop to host any Scout wishing to attend MBU. The
Scout will be required to provide their own tent and necessary equipment. If you are attending Merit
Badge University and would like to stay with a host Troop please complete the Provisional Scout
Registration Form. If a troop is interested in hosting a “provisional scout” please contact the Overland
Trails Council Office @ 308 382-3717.

SIBLINGS: Scouting is a family organization and siblings are welcome to attend. Siblings can
participate in MBU activities and explore Stuhr Museum during Merit Badge class sessions. Parents
must supervise children that attend Merit Badge University. Please indicate the number of siblings
attending on your MBU Troop Registration Summary.
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EMERGENCIES & ACCIDENT REPORTING: All medical emergencies must be reported to staff at
the First Aid Station. EMT’s will be on staff throughout the week-end to handle any medical
emergencies. All accidents even those not requiring medical attention should be reported to staff at the
First Aid Station.

TRANSPORTATION: Transportation will be furnished to participants taking classes at off-site
locations. Scouts taking classes off-site are required to use the provided transportation. The Merit
Badge University’s Tour Permit only allows vehicles and drivers which have been pre-authorized to drive
to off-site Merit Badge class locations.

Transportation is not included to the Saturday night offsite activities. Each unit is responsible for getting
their scouts to these activity locations and returning them to Stuhr Museum. Please include this
information on your units tour permit.

TOUR PERMITS: Tour Permits are required by all attending the MBU. Overland Trails Council
units please submit your Tour Permit with your registration forms. All other Councils please submit to
your Council for approval. Tour Permits will be required to be turned in at check-in.

The following addresses are needed for completion of your Tour Permit Forms:
e  Stuhr Museum 3133 West Highway 34 Grand Island, Nebraska 68801
e |sland Oasis 321 East Fonner Park Road Grand Island, Nebraska 68801
e Skate Island (contingency location) 2310 North Webb Road Grand Island, Nebraska 68803

MEALS, CONCESSIONS & TRADING POST: The following meals are provided as part of the
registration fee:

e Saturday: Breakfast, lunch, and dinner

e Sunday: Breakfast
For planning purposes please advise us of any special dietary needs we should be aware of.

For your convenience various venders will be onsite throughout the weekend to provide concessions for
you to purchase.

Since no meals are provided on Friday evening or Sunday noon you can find a list of area restaurants
through the Hall County Convention and Visitors Bureau, 308-382-4400, or Visit their website:
www.visitgrandisland.com.

A trading post will be available for you to purchase Scout items and souvenirs.

T-SHIRTS: T-shirts must be pre-ordered using the MBU Registration Form.

CAMPUS ACTIVITIES: Check our website frequently to see an updated list of all the latest
happenings.

Live Entertainment

Service Project

Moonlight Swim at Island Oasis Water Park (Activity Ticket is required)
Scouts own Service

Stuhr Museum

MBU Activities
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ADULT LEADER ACTIVITIES: Check our website to see an updated list of all the activities that you
can participate in.
e Red Cross Child/Adult CPR Certification (4-hour class) and Red Cross First Aid Certification (4-
hour class) is available to all Adult leaders. Adults can register for one or both of these courses.
For more information and fees see the Adult Registration form
e Youth Protection

MBU ACTIVITY TICKET: An Activity Ticket is required for admission to Saturday evening’s
Moonlight Swim at Island Oasis. Activity Tickets may be pre-ordered using the MBU Registration Form.

THE “CONESTOGA/GEORGE FERRIS AWARD”: The “Conestoga/George Ferris Award”
will be awarded to the top unit at Merit Badge University. Judging is based on the following four areas:
e Camp Site Inspection
o Camp Gadget (replaces Gateway Competition)
e Participation in the Service Project
e 300-500 Word Essay on “What Scout Spirit Means to Our Unit”
Information and specific Camp Gadget to be completed please see www.overlandtrailscouncil.org/MBU

REFUNDS AND MBU WITHDRAWALS: Please view the Overland Trails Council Refund Policy at
www.overlandtrailscouncil.org/MBU

REGISTRATION & PAYMENT INFORMATION
DUE TO THE NATURE OF THIS EVENT PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED TO
ATTEND MERIT BADGE UNIVERSITY.

2011 Registration Dates

Dates Registration Fees
May 25, 2011 Early Bird Registration Deadline Scouts $40.00
Leaders $30.00
June 29, 2011 Registration Deadline Scouts $50.00
Leaders $40.00
July 20, 2011 Tortoise Registration Scouts $80.00
(No registrations accepted after July 20, 2011) Leaders $50.00

Be a “Bird” not a “Tortoise”!

REGISTRATION FORMS & PAYMENT:
Augustine Scout Training and Service Center
PO Box 1361
Grand Island, NE 68802-1361

Physical location: 2808 O’Flannagan Street, Grand Island, NE 68803

Make checks payable to: Overland Trails Council
The following items are required for registration:
MBU Scout Registration (one for each scout attending)
MBU Leader Registration (one for each leader attending)

MBU Troop Registration Summary (one for each troop attending)

Required Registration Fees

Tour Permit — Overland Trails Council Units (Out of Council units please submit to your Council
for approval and bring with you to submit at check-in)
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CONFIRMATION EMAIL: A confirmation email will be sent within 10 days of receipt of your
registration.

ON-LINE REGISTRATION: On-Line registration will be available beginning January 1,
2011.

We are proud to announce the following Councils have been represented at Merit Badge
University.

Central Minnesota
Circle 10
Cornhusker
Coronado

Heart of America
lowa

Mid-lowa
Mid-America
Northern Lights
Overland Trials
Quivira

Sioux

Heart of Virginia
WD Boyce
Jayhawk
Montana

Pikes Peak

CONTACTS: Please feel free to contact any of the following with questions.

Overland Trails Council Merit Badge University Main Mail Box: mbuotc@yahoo.com
Overland Trails Scout Office @ 308-382-3717

Traci Raber, Staff Advisor @ 308-382-3717 or traber@bsamail.org

Dave Scoggins @ 308-370-1197 or mbuscouter@gmail.com

COUNCIL WEBSITE: Overland Trails Council website: www.overlandtrailscouncil.org
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MERIT BADGE CLASSES AND AVAILABILITY

MERIT BADGE SESSIONS: The OTC Merit Badge University has scheduled two (2) Merit Badge
sessions on Saturday and one (1) Merit Badge session on Sunday morning giving Scouts the opportunity
to earn up to three (3) Merit Badges during the weekend. Scouts should select four (4) Merit Badges but
will be scheduled for three (3). The alternate fourth Merit Badge will only be used if there is a scheduling
conflict or class cancellation.

MERIT BADGE SELECTION: Refer to the workbook web page at www.overlandtrailscouncil.org
for Merit Badge courses being offered at Merit Badge University. If a workbook is not on the web page
then the Merit Badge is not being offered.

MULTIPLE SESSION MERIT BADGES: The following Merit Badges require all three sessions to
complete. Scouts wanting to earn one of the Merit Badge’s will not be able to earn any additional merit
badges during the weekend.

e Climbing

o Composite Materials

Additional Merit Badges may be added to this list as Merit Badge requirements are reviewed. Please
check the workbook webpage for any changes.

MINIMUM AGE MERIT BADGES: The following Merit Badges are open to Scouts 14 years and
older:

e Automotive Maintenance

e Citizenship in the World

e Climbing

o Composite Materials

HORSEMANSHIP, GOLF & SKATING: The horsemanship, golf, & skating_merit badges require
some degree of proficiency before being able to complete the merit badge requirements, novices will not
be able to complete some requirements and additional practice will be required.

SCOUT CPR AND FIRST AID RED CROSS CERTIFICATION: THIS ISNOT THE
FIRST AID MERIT BADGE CLASS THIS IS FOR RED CROSS CERTIFICATION. Red
Cross Child/Adult CPR Certification and Red Cross First Aid Certification is available for Scouts age 14
and older to complete during Merit Badge class sessions. Scouts can register for one or both of these
courses. Indicate the course or courses that the Scout would like to complete on the MBU Scout
Registration Form.

SCOUTS PER CLASS: Only five (5) Scouts from one troop may sign up for the same merit badge
during the same session. If there is a higher demand for a particular subject, we will try to accommodate
more Scouts with additional counselors. However, if you really want to take a class, register EARLY,
since registrations will be accepted on a “first-come, first-serve” basis and many subjects are limited.

CLASS CHANGES: Scouts cannot make changes to their Merit Badge class selections after the June
registration deadline. New class selections are subject to class availability.

MBU CLASS CANCELLATION: The Merit Badge University committee reserves the right to cancel a
class due to low registration or loss of Merit Badge Counselor. Notification will be sent to Scouts and
Leaders as soon as a cancellation determination is made.


http://www.overlandtrailscouncil.org/

MERIT BADGE WORKBOOKS

The Overland Trails Council Merit Badge Workbooks should not be used as a substitute for Merit Badge
Pamphlets that are published by the Boy Scouts of America.
They are intended to compliment not replace the use of the Merit Badge Pamphlets.

The Overland Trails Council publishes its own Merit Badge Program Workbooks and requires the use of
these workbooks. Workbooks can be printed by going to the Merit Badge Workbook page at
www.overlandtrailscouncil.org/MBU. Workbooks are current as of the printing of this catalog. If the
Boy Scouts of America updates any requirements before the University Weekend the Workbooks
requirements will be updated online.

BEFORE THE WEEKEND:
1. Print off a copy of Merit Badge Workbook
a. Complete Part 1 (pre-requisites)
b. Complete Section A (Personal Information) on Application for Merit Badge found at the end of the
Merit Badge Workbook
¢. Unit leader signature on Section B on the Application for Merit Badge
2. Review Merit Badge Pamphlet

MERIT BADGE UNIVERSITY WEEKEND - SCOUTS RESPONSIBILITY
1. Bring Merit Badge Workbook, part one and two
Bring photos, letters of approval or response and any additional materials to help document
pre-requisite work
2. Application for Merit Badge with Sections A and B completed
If your Council requires a “Blue Card” then the Scout will be responsible for bringing it to class
3. Merit Badge Pamphlet
4. Any additional items listed on the “Bring to Class” section of the workbook
4. Pencil or Pen

If a Scout loses or does not have a workbook, a replacement copy will be available for purchase before
class from the Trading Post.

MERIT BADGE PRE-REQUISITES

The workbooks have been divided into two parts. Workbook Part 1 (pre-requisites) will not be completed
during the weekend class session. It is recommended that Part 1 be completed prior to the University
weekend in order for the Scout to get the most out of the experience. Some pre-requisites will lend
themselves to being completed after the weekend and will be noted in the workbook. Workbook Part 2
(Class Curriculum) will be completed in class during the university weekend.

BLUE CARDS--MERIT BADGE APPLICATION AND RECORD SHEET

The Application for Merit Badge (blue card) can be found at the end of every respective Merit Badge
Program Overview and Workbook. Scouts must complete Section A (Personal Information) of the
Application for Merit Badge and the Unit Leader must sign Section B on the form to indicate that
Workbook Part 1 (pre-requisites) have been completed and/or the Scout is qualified to begin working on
the Merit Badge listed.

At the end of each merit badge session, the merit badge counselor will sign each individual Scout’s
Application for Merit Badge (blue card). This will be the Scout’s record of the requirements completed
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during the class and should be returned to your Troop’s Advancement Chairman. The University will
retain an attendance sheet of every merit badge session to verify that a Scout attended the class.

ATTENDENCE: Scouts will need to sign an attendance sheet at the beginning of every class. It will be
the Scout’s responsibility to affirm his presence in class.

IF YOUR COUNCIL REQUIRES THE USE OF OFFICIAL BLUE CARDS IT IS THE
RESPONSIBILITY OF THE SCOUT TO BRING A COMPLETED BLUE CARD WITH THEM
TO THEIR MERIT BADGE CLASS. THE COUNSELOR WILL SIGN OFF ON THE BLUE
CARD AT THE END OF THE MERIT BADGE SESSION.

MERIT BADGE COUNSELORS

It is the policy of the Merit Badge University and the Overland Trails Council not to release Merit Badge
Counselor information. Questions about Merit Badge classes may be directed to the council office at
308-382-3717.

If you are a Leader who would like to be a Merit Badge Counselor please contact Traci Raber at
308-382-3717 or traber@bsamail.org. All counselors are required to be registered with the Boy Scouts of
America, complete Youth Protection Training and complete the Application for Merit Badge Counselors.
Please refer to the Counselor’s Corner at www.overlandtrailscouncil.org/MBU for more information.

THE “PRAIRIE SCHOONER AWARD?”: The “Prairie Schooner Award” will be awarded to
merit badge counselors, merit badge sponsors or University supporters that have served the university.
To nominate a volunteer or organization for this award please see the awards section on the Overland
Trails website.
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2011 Registration Dates

Dates Registration Fees

May 25, 2011 Early Bird Registration Deadline Scouts $40.00
Leaders $30.00

June 29, 2011 Registration Deadline Scouts $50.00
Leaders $40.00

July 20, 2011 Tortoise Registration Scouts $80.00
(No registrations accepted after July 20, 2011) Leaders $50.00

2011 MBU Schedule
Friday, July 29 Activity Location

2:00—8:00 Check-in Rolling Stock Building

8:00—8:15 Leader & SPL Question & Answer Session Rolling Stock Building

8:15—9:30 Gathering Activities Campgrounds

9:30—10:30 Live Entertainment Parade Grounds

11:00 Lights out Campgrounds

Saturday, July 30 Activity Location

6:50 AM Flag, Announcements Parade Grounds

7:00 Breakfast Log Cabin

8:00 Offsite Transportation Loading Train Display

8:15 Central Community College and Stuhr Transportation Port
Museum Class Staging

8:30—11:30 Merit Badge Session One Various locations

12:00 Lunch Log Cabin

1:00 Offsite Transportation loading Train Display

1:15 Central Community College and Stuhr Transportation Port
Museum Class Staging

1:30—4:30 Merit badge Session Two Various locations

5:00 Dinner Log cabin

6:00—6:50 Service Project TBA

7:00—8:50 MBU Activities and Free Time Campground

9:00—11:00 Moonlight Swim Island Oasis Water Park

12:00 Lights out Campgrounds

Sunday, July 31 Activity Location

7:20 AM Flag, Announcements Parade Grounds

7:30 Breakfast Log Cabin

8:30 Church Service and Award Ceremony Train Display

9:00 Offsite Transportation Loading Train Display

9:15 Central Community College and Stuhr Transportation Port
Museum Class Staging

9:30—12:30 Merit Badge Session Three Various Locations

12:30 Campsite Clean-up and Check-out Campgrounds

2012 Schedule and Registration Dates will be posted online following the 2011

Merit Badge University




2011 MBU
Scout Registration

Complete for each Scout attending. Please Print Legibly.

SCOUT INFORMATION

Name Council

Troop Rank Age
Email

Parent/Guardian Name Emergency Phone

TROOP AND CONTACT INFORMATION

Scoutmaster Email
Address Phone
City Council
State Zip District

REGISTRATION INFORMATION
Scouts are limited to One Citizenship Merit Badge
O  Scouts taking the Golf Merit Badge, please check if golf clubs are needed.
Merit Badge
One
Merit Badge
Two
Merit Badge
Three
Merit Badge Four
(Alternate)

If purchasing T-Shirt, please circle size
Youth S M L \ Adult S M L XL 2X 3X 4X
Registration Fees
T-Shirt @ $10.00 each, $12.00 for 3X or 4X
Activity Ticket @ $5.00
$40.00 if Paid before May 25, 2011
$50.00 if paid before June 29, 2011
$80.00 if paid before July 20, 2011 (classes subject to availability)
Weekend Total

PHOTO (TALENT) RELEASE

| hereby assign and grant to the Boy Scouts of America the right and permission to use and publish the
photographs/film/video/electronic representations and/or sound recordings made during my Scouts visit to
any Overland Trails Council, BSA activity. | hereby release the Boy Scouts of America, and the Overland
Trails Council from any and all liability from such use and promotion. | hereby authorize the reproduction,
sale, copyright, exhibit, broadcast, electronic storage and/or distribution of said photographs/fiim/video
tapes/electronic representations and/or sound recordings without limitation at the discretion of the Boy
Scouts of America, Overland Trails Council. | specifically waive any right to any compensation | may have
for any of the foregoing.

Signature of Parent/Legal Guardian: Date

Please submit this form along with the Troop Registration Summary.



2011 MBU
Leader/Adult Registration

Complete for each Leader/Adult Attending. Please Print Legibly.

LEADER/ADULT INFORMATION

Name Troop
Address District
Address Council

City Home Phone
State Zip Cell Phone
E-mail

REGISTRATION INFORMATION

CPR and First Aid classes meet during Merit Badge class session times
Discounted Fee if taking both courses

Red Cross CPR Certification $40.00
Red Cross First Aid Certification $40.00
Both Red Cross CPR Certification and Red Cross First Aid Certification $45.00
If purchasing T-Shirt, please circle size
Adult S M L XL 2X 3X 4X

Registration Fees
T-Shirt @ $10.00 each, $12.00 for 3X or 4X
Activity Ticket @ $5.00
Red Cross CPR (only) Certification @ $40.00
Red Cross First Aid (only) Certification @$40.00
Red Cross CPR & First Aid Certifications @$45.00
(Both Certifications listed above)

$30.00 if Paid before May 25, 2011
$40.00 if paid before June 29, 2011
$50.00 if paid before July 20, 2011

Weekend Total

PHOTO (TALENT) RELEASE

| hereby assign and grant to the Boy Scouts of America the right and permission to use and publish the
photographs/film/video/electronic representations and/or sound recordings made during my visit to any
Overland Trails Council, BSA activity. | hereby release the Boy Scouts of America, and the Overland Trails
Council from any and all liability from such use and promotion. | hereby authorize the reproduction, sale,
copyright, exhibit, broadcast, electronic storage and/or distribution of said photographs/film/video
tapes/electronic representations and/or sound recordings without limitation at the discretion of the Boy
Scouts of America, Overland Trails Council. | specifically waive any right to any compensation | may have
for any of the foregoing.

Signature of Participant: Date:

Please submit this form along with the Troop Registration Summary.




2011 MBU
Troop Registration Summary

OFFICE USE ONLY
Date Recd

Receipt No.

Check No. Amount

Complete One for each Troop/Crew Attending. Please Print Legibly.

TROOP/CREW INFORMATION

Troop/Crew Council
Unit Contact District
Address Home Phone
City Cell Phone
State Zip E-mail
REGISTRATION INFORMATION
Qty. Scout Registrations Total | Qty. Adult Registrations Total
Scouts @ $40.00 (May 25) Adults @ $30.00 (May 25)
Scouts @ $50.00 (June 29) Adults @ $40.00 (June 29)
Scouts @ $80.00 (July 20) Adults @ $50.00 (July 20)
Scouts Total Adults Total
Qty. Sibling Registrations Total | Qty. Red Cross Certifications Total
Sibling Fees @ $25.00 CPR Cert @$40.00
First Aid Cert @%$40.00
Both Certifications @$45.00
Siblings Total Red Cross Total
Qty. T-Shirts Total | Qty. Activity Tickets Total
T-Shirts @ $10.00 Activity Tickets @ $5.00
T-Shirts @ $12.00
(3X/4X)
T-Shirts Total Activity Tickets Total

Total MBU Fees

PO Box 1361
Grand Island, NE 68802-1361

Make checks payable to:

Overland Trails Council

Augustine Scout Training and Service Center

Please mail this form along with all Scout & Leader/Adult Registration forms and payment to:




2011 MERIT BADGE UNIVERSITY
PROVISIONAL SCOUT REGISTRATION

(Scouts attending without their troop/crew)
Complete for each Scout attending without a troop/crew. Please Print Legibly.

SCOUT INFORMATION

The Scout Plans on Arriving at Stuhr Museum on Friday at pm.
Name Council
Troop Rank Age
E-mail
Parent/Guardian Name Emergency Phone
TROOP AND CONTACT INFORMATION
Scoutmaster E-mail
Address Phone
City Council
State Zip District

REGISTRATION INFORMATION
Scouts are limited to One Citizenship Merit Badge
O  Scouts taking the Golf Merit Badge, please check if golf clubs are needed.
Merit Badge
One
Merit Badge
Two
Merit Badge
Three
Merit Badge Four
(Alternate)

If purchasing T-Shirt, please circle size
Youth S M L \ Adult S M L XL 2X 3X 4X
Registration Fees
T-Shirt @ $10.00 each, $12.00 for 3X or 4X
Activity Ticket @ $5.00
$40.00 if Paid before May 25, 2011
$50.00 if paid before June 29, 2011
$80.00 if paid before July 20, 2011 (classes subject to availability)
Weekend Total

PHOTO (TALENT) RELEASE

| hereby assign and grant to the Boy Scouts of America the right and permission to use and publish the
photographs/film/video/electronic representations and/or sound recordings made during my Scouts visit to
any Overland Trails Council, BSA activity. | hereby release the Boy Scouts of America, and the Overland
Trails Council from any and all liability from such use and promotion. | hereby authorize the reproduction,
sale, copyright, exhibit, broadcast, electronic storage and/or distribution of said photographs/film/video
tapes/electronic representations and/or sound recordings without limitation at the discretion of the Boy
Scouts of America, Overland Trails Council. | specifically waive any right to any compensation | may have
for any of the foregoing.

Signature of Parent/Legal Guardian: Date

Please submit this form along with the Troop Registration Summary.
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