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AMERICAN CULTURES PROGRAM OVERVIEW 
 

COUNSELOR:  tba 

 

  C/O: Overland Trails Council Office 

   PO Box 

   Grand Island, NE 58802 
 

LOCATION:  Stuhr Museum 
 

TRANSPORTATION: N/A 
 

ADDITIONAL COSTS: None 
 

CLASS SIZE:  15 
 

BRING TO CLASS: American Cultures merit badge pamphlet. 

   American Cultures merit badge workbook, part one & part two 

   Signed άApplication for Merit Badgeέ, found at the end of the merit badge  

   workbook.  (This will be your only record of work completed on this merit  

   badge.)  LŦ ȅƻǳǊ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ άōƭǳŜ ŎŀǊŘέΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ōǊƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ 

   you to class. 
 

PRE-REQUISITES: Complete Part One of the workbook before class [requirements 1a, or 1b, or 1c, 

   or 1d (1e will be completed at the museum) & 5].  Complete information on  

   άApplication for Merit Badgeέ including Scoutmasters signature.   
 

CURRICULUM:  Requirements 1e, 2, 3, & 4 will be completed during class (part two of the 

   workbook).  Pre-requisites will also be reviewed during class. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AMERICAN CULTURES 
Boy Scouts Requirements 2010 

 

PRE-REQUISITE REQUIREMENTS ARE PRINTED IN BOLD UNDERLINED RED ITALICS & 

MUST BE COMPLETED BEFORE CLASS. 

 

Choose THREE groups that have different racial, cultural, national, or ethnic backgrounds, one of which 

comes from your own background.  Use these groups to meet requirements 1, 2, and 3 

1. Do TWO of the following, choosing a different group for each: 

a) Go to a festival, celebration, or other event identified with one of the groups.  Report 

on what you see and learn. 

b) Go to a place of worship, school, or other institution identified with one of the groups.  

Report on what you see and learn. 

c) Talk with a person from one of the groups about the heritage and traditions of the 

group.  Report on what you learn. 

d) Learn a song, dance, poem, or story that is traditional to one group, and teach it to a 

group of your friends. 

e) Go to a library or museum ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƻǊ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘ ŦŜŀǘǳǊƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΦ  

Report on what you see and learn. 

2. Imagine that one of the groups had always lived alone in a city or country to which no other 

groups ever came.  Tell what you think the city or country might be like today.  Now tell what 

you think it might be like if the three groups you chose lived there at the same time. 

3. Tell about some differences between the religious and social customs of the three groups.  Tell 

about some ideas or ways of doing things that are similar in the three groups. 

4. Tell about a contribution made to our country by three different people, each from a different 

racial, ethnic, or religious background. 

5. Give a talk to your Scout unit or class at school on how people from different groups have 

gotten along together.  Lead a discussion on what can be done to help various groups 

understand one another better.  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AMERICAN CULTURES WORKBOOK 

PART ONE, PRE-REQUSITIES 
 

Name          

Unit #     District        

Council           
 

Part One of the workbook must be completed before class.   

Bring the entire workbook (part one and part two) with you to class.   

Also bring the ά!ǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ aŜǊƛǘ .ŀŘƎŜέ signed by your scoutmaster (included at the end of the workbook). 
 

Choose THREE groups that have different racial, cultural, national, or ethnic backgrounds, one of which 
comes from your own background.  Use these groups to meet requirements 1, 2, and 3 
 

 

Ä 1. Do TWO of the following, choosing a different group for each: 

1e will be completed during class.   
To complete requirement 1, scouts will have to chose one additional requirement 1a), 1b), 1c), or 1d). 

Ä  a) Go to a festival, celebration, or other event identified with one of the groups.  Report on 
what you see and learn. 

 

     Festival, celebration, or other event: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

OR 

Ä b) Go to a place of worship, school, or other institution identified with one of the groups.  
Report on what you see and learn. 

 

     Place of worship, school, or other institution: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



AMERICAN CULTURES WORKBOOK, PART ONE, p.2        
 

Name         
 

1. continued 
OR 

Ä c) Talk with a person from one of the groups about the heritage and traditions of the group.  
Report on what you learn. 

 

     Heritage and traditions: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

OR 

Ä d) Learn a song, dance, poem, or story that is traditional to one group, and teach it to a group of 
your friends. 

 

     Song, dance, poem, or story: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Taught to a group of friends:                                                  initial:                  date: 
 
 

 

 

Ä 5. Give a talk to your Scout unit or class at school on how people from different groups have 
gotten along together.  Lead a discussion on what can be done to help various groups 
understand one another better. 

 
 

Talk  to unit or school:                                                               initial:                  date:  
 

     Discussion: 

 

 

 

 
 
 



AMERICAN CULTURES WORKBOOK 

PART TWO, CLASS CURRICULUM  
 

Name          

Unit #     District        

Council           
 

Part Two of the workbook will be completed during class.   
 

To complete requirement 1, scouts will also have to complete one additional requirement 1a), 1b), 1c), 
or 1d in part one of this workbook. 

 

 

Ä 1. e) Go to a library or museum to ǎŜŜ ŀ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƻǊ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘ ŦŜŀǘǳǊƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΦ  
Report on what you see and learn. 

 

     Traditions: 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Ä 2. Imagine that one of the groups had always lived alone in a city or country to which no other 
groups ever came.  Tell what you think the city or country might be like today.  Now tell what 
you think it might be like if the three groups you chose lived there at the same time. 

 

     Living alone, what would the city or country be like today: 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

     If the three groups lived together at the same time, what might it be like: 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 



      AMERICAN CULTURES WORKBOOK, PART TWO, p.2 
 

Name         
 

Ä 3. Tell about some differences between the religious and social customs of the three groups. Tell 
about some ideas or ways of doing things that are similar in the three groups.  

 

Differences between Religious Customs  

Group 1: Group 2: Group 3: 

   

   

   

   

   
 

Differences between Social Customs  

Group 1: Group 2: Group 3: 

   

   

   

   

   
 

Ideas & Ways of Doing Things Similar  

Group 1: Group 2: Group 3: 

   

   

   

   

   
 
 

 

 

 

Ä 4. Tell about a contribution made to our country by three different people, each from a different 
racial, ethnic, or religious background. 

 

                        Person                                                        Contribution/s made to our Country 

  

 

  

 

  

 
 
 

 

 

 



ORGANIZATIONS and WEB SITES 
 

About.com 

 http://www.americanhistory.about.com/od/americanculture 

American Indian Studies 

 http://www.csulb.edu/colleges/cla/departments/ais 

!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ {ǘƻǊȅ CǊƻƳ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ 

 http://www.americaslibrary.gov 

Ancestry: 2000 (Census 2000 Brief) 

 http://www.census.gov/prod/2004pubs/c2kbr-35.pdf 

Arab American Institute 

 http://www.aaiusa.org 

Asian-Nation 

 http://www.asian-nation.org 

Digital History: Ethnic America 

 http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu 

Getting Along in the USA: 

Some Customs and Culture Tips 

          http://www.cesl.arizona.edu/custom.html 

Immigration: The Living Mosaic of People, Culture, and Hope 

 http://library.thinkquest.org/20619 

Jewish-American History on the Web 

 http://www.jewish-history.com 

The Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation, Inc. 

 http://www.ellisisland.org 

Test of Courage 

 http://www.pbs.org/itvs/testofcourage/diversity4.html 

Yahoo! Kids Directory: U.S. Cultures and Traditions 

 http://kids.yahoo.com/directory/Around-the-World/Countries/United-States/Cultures-and-

Traditions 
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AMERICAN CULTURES WORKBOOK 

Notes 

 

 

 

 



APPLICATION FOR MERIT BADGE   MERIT BADGE UNIVERISTY 

Name:        Merit Badge: American Cultures 

Address:       Counselor:      

City:        Address: Overland Trails Council 

State:          PO Box 1361 

Is a registered              Boy Scout,      нулу hΩCƭŀƴƴŀƎŀƴ 

                  Varsity Scout,    Grand Island, NE  68802-1361 

                  Venturer,       

of                        No.              Phone:  308-382-3717 
       Troop, team, crew, ship      

District:          email: mbuotc@yahoo.com 

Council:        
and is qualified to begin working for this merit badge and has completed the following pre-requisite requirements: 

SECTION A PRE-REQUISITE REQUIREMENTS 

Requirement  
No. and letter 

Date of  
Approval 

Counselor 
Initial 

Requirement  
No. and letter 

Date of  
Approval 

Counselor  
Initial 

1a ςOR-   5   

1b ςOR-      

1c ςOR-      

      1d      
The applicant has personally appeared before me and demonstrated to my satisfaction that he has met all pre-

requisites requirements for the above stated merit badge and is ready to attend his assigned MBU class. 

 

Signature of Unit Leader       Date    

SECTION B APPLICANTS RECORD 

Requirement  
No. and letter 

Date of 
Approval 

Counselor 
Initial 

Requirement  
No. and letter 

Date of 
Approval 

Counselor 
Initial 

1e      

2      

3      

4      

      

      

      

      
The applicant has personally appeared before me and demonstrated to my satisfaction that he has completed all 

requirements in SECTION B above for the 

Merit Badge:  American Cultures 

Name of Counselor:         

 

Signature of Counselor       Date    



SCOUT INSTRUCTIONS 

Ä Complete your name, address, city, unit type & number, district, & council on the 

Application for Merit Badge. 

Ä Your unit leader must sign the Application for Merit Badge before attending class. 

Ä All other information is already printed on the Application for Merit Badge; please make 

sure all information is correct. 

Ä The merit badge counselor is registered & approved for this merit badge and is on the 

a.¦ /ƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊΩǎ [ƛǎǘΦ 

Ä Read the merit badge pamphlet. 

Ä Attend the merit badge class. 

Ä Always meet with your counselor along with a buddy (a Scout, friend, or parent) 

Ä Have your merit badge worksheet with you when you attend class. 

Ä If the merit badge pre-requisites are not completed before class, you will not be able 

to complete the merit badge during this weekend event, you will have to follow up 

with your UƴƛǘΩǎ !ŘǾŀƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ /ƘŀƛǊ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƘƻƳŜ 

Ä PLEASE BE AWARE THAT SOME COUNSELORS WILL NOT ALLOW YOU TO ATTEND 

THEIR CLASS WITHOUT PRE-REQUISITES COMPLETEDτCLASS CURRICULUM IS 

DEPENDENT ON PRE-REQUISITE WORK BEING COMPLETED! 

 

 

 

COUNSELOR INSTRUCTIONS 

Ä Never meet alone with a Scout. 

Ä Verify all information & merit badge name on Application for Merit Badge is correct. 

Ä Sign your name on the line at the bottom of ά{9/¢Lhb . !tt[L/!b¢{ w9/hw5έ. 
 


