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CITIZENSHIP IN THE COMMUNITY PROGRAM OVERVIEW 
 

COUNSELOR:  tba 
 

  C/O: Overland Trails Council 

   PO Box 1361 

   Grand Island, NE 68802-1361 
 

 

LOCATION:  Grand Island City Hall 

   100 East 1st Street 

   Grand Island, NE  68801 
 

 

TRANSPORTATION: Transportation is provided 
 

ADDITIONAL COSTS: None 
 

CLASS SIZE:  15  
 

BRING TO CLASS: Citizenship in the Community merit badge pamphlet. 

   Citizenship in the Community merit badge workbook, part one & part two. 

   Signed άApplication for Merit Badgeέ, found at the end of the merit badge  

   workbook.  (This will be your only record of work completed on this merit  

   badge.)  If your Council ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ άōƭǳŜ ŎŀǊŘέΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ōǊƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ 

   you to class. 
 

PRE-REQUISITES: Complete Part One of the workbook before class (requirements 3, 4a, 4b, 7, & 8). 

   Complete information on άApplication for Merit Badgeέ including   

   ScoutmasterΩs signature.   
 

CURRICULUM:  Requirements 1, 2, 4c, 5, & 6 will be completed during class (part two of the 

   workbook).  Pre-requisites will also be reviewed during class. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CITIZENSHIP IN THE COMMUNITY 
Boy Scouts Requirements 2010 

 

PRE-REQUISITE REQUIREMENTS ARE PRINTED IN BOLD UNDERLINED RED ITALICS & 

MUST BE COMPLETED BEFORE CLASS. 

 

1. Discuss with your counselor what citizenship in the community means and what it takes to be a 

good citizen in your community.  Discuss the rights, duties, and obligations of citizenship, and 

explain how you can demonstrate good citizenship in your community, Scouting unit, place of 

worship, or school. 

2. Do the following: 

a) On a map of your community, locate and point out the following:   

1) Chief government buildings such as your city hall, county courthouse, and public 

works/services facility. 

2) Fire station, police station, and hospital nearest your home 

3) Historical or other interesting points 

b) Chart the organization of your local or state government.  Show the top offices and tell 

whether they are elected or appointed. 

3. Do the following: 

a) Attend a city or town council or school board meeting, or a municipal, county, or state 

court session. 

b) Choose one of the issues discussed at the meeting where a difference of opinions was 

expressed, and explain to your counselor why you agree with one opinion more than 

you do another one. 

4. Choose an issue that is important to the citizens of your community; then do the following: 

a) Find out which branch of local government is responsible for this issue. 

b) With your counselorôs and a parentôs approval, interview one person from the branch 

of government you identified in requirement 4a.  ask what is being done about this 

issue and how young people can help. 

c) Share what you have learned with your counselor. 

5. With the approval of your counselor and a parent, watch a movie that shows how the actions of 

one individual or group of individuals can have a positive effect on a community.  Discuss with 

your counselor what you learned from the movie about what it means to be a valuable and 

concerned member of the community. 

6. List some of the services (such as the library, recreation center, public transportation, and public 

safety) your community provides that are funded by taxpayers.  Tell your counselor why these 

services are important to your community. 

7. Do the following: 

a) Choose a charitable organization outside of Scouting that interests you and brings 

people in your community together to work for the good of your community. 

b) Using a variety of resources (including newspapers, fliers and other literature, the 

Internet, volunteer, and employees of the organization), find out more about this 

organization. 



c) With your counselorôs and your parentôs approval, contact the organization and find 

out what young people can do to help.  While working on this merit badge, volunteer at 

least eight hours of your tie for the organization.  After your volunteer experience is 

over, discuss what you have learned with your counselor. 

8. Develop a public presentation (such as a video, slide show, speech, digital presentation, or 

photo exhibit) about important and unique aspects of your community.  Include information 

about the history, cultures, and ethnic groups of your community; its best features and popular 

places where people gather; and the challenges it faces.  Stage your presentation in front of 

your merit badge counselor or a group, such as your patrol or a class at school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CITIZENSHIP IN THE COMMUNITY WORKBOOK 

PART ONE, PRE-REQUSITIES 
 

Name          

Unit #     District        

Council           
 

Part One of the workbook must be completed before class.   

Bring the entire workbook (part one and part two) with you to class.   

Also bring the ά!ǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ aŜǊƛǘ .ŀŘƎŜέ signed by your scoutmaster (included at the end of the workbook). 
 

Ä 3. Do the following: 

Ä a) Attend a city or town council or school board meeting, or a municipal, county, or state 

court session. 
 

     Meeting or court session attended: 

 

 
 

 

Ä b) Choose one of the issues discussed at the meeting where a difference of opinions was 

expressed, and explain to your counselor why you agree with one opinion more than you do 

another one. 
 

     Issue discussed with a difference of opinion: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

     Why you agree more with one opinion: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CITIZENSHIP IN THE COMMUNITY WORKBOOK, PART ONE, p.2       
 

Name         
 

Ä 4. Choose an issue that is important to the citizens of your community; then do the following: 
 

     Issue that is important to your community: 

 

 

 
 
 

Ä a) Find out which branch of local government is responsible for this issue. 
 

     Responsible branch of government: 

 

 
 

 

Ä b) With your counselorôs and a parentôs approval, interview one person from the branch of 

government you identified in requirement 4a.  ask what is being done about this issue and 

how young people can help. 
 

     Interviewed: 

 
 

     What is being done about this issue? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

     How can young people help? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

4. c) will be completed during class time 

 

 

 



CITIZENSHIP IN THE COMMUNITY WORKBOOK, PART ONE, p.3       
 

Name         
 

Ä 7. Do the following: 

Ä a) Choose a charitable organization outside of Scouting that interests you and brings people 

in your community together to work for the good of your community. 
 

     Charitable organization: 

 

 
 

 

Ä b) Using a variety of resources (including newspapers, fliers and other literature, the Internet, 

volunteer, and employees of the organization), find out more about this organization. 
 

     About this organization: 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Ä c) With your counselorôs and your parentôs approval, contact the organization and find out 

what young people can do to help.  While working on this merit badge, volunteer at least 

eight hours of your tie for the organization.  After your volunteer experience is over, discuss 

what you have learned with your counselor. 
 

     What can young people do: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

     What you have learned: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



CITIZENSHIP IN THE COMMUNITY WORKBOOK, PART ONE, p.4       
 

Name         
 

Ä 8. Develop a public presentation (such as a video, slide show, speech, digital presentation, or 

photo exhibit) about important and unique aspects of your community.  Include information about 

the history, cultures, and ethnic groups of your community; its best features and popular places 

where people gather; and the challenges it faces.  Stage your presentation in front of your merit 

badge counselor or a group, such as your patrol or a class at school. 
 

     History: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

     Cultures: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

      Ethnic groups: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

     Best features: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

     Popular places: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

    Challenges: 

 

 

 
 

 

 



CITIZENSHIP IN THE COMMUNITY WORKBOOK 

PART TWO, CLASS CURRICULUM  
 

Name          

Unit #     District        

Council           
 

Part Two of the workbook will be completed during class.   
 

Ä 1. Discuss with your counselor what citizenship in the community means and what it takes to be 
a good citizen in your community.  Discuss the rights, duties, and obligations of citizenship, and 
explain how you can demonstrate good citizenship in your community, Scouting unit, place of 
worship, or school. 

 

    Meaning of citizenship in the community: 

 

 

 
 

     Being a good citizen: 

 

 

 
 

     Rights of citizenship: 

 

 

 
 

     Duties of citizenship: 

 

 

 
 

     Obligations of citizenship: 

 

 

 
 

     How do you demonstrate good citizenship: 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 



    CITIZENSHIP IN THE COMMUNITY  WORKBOOK, PART TWO, p.2 
 

Name         
 

Ä 2. Do the following: 
Ä a) On a map of your community, locate and point out the following:   

1) Chief government buildings such as your city hall, county courthouse, and public 

works/services facility. 

2) Fire station, police station, and hospital nearest your home 

3) Historical or other interesting points 
 
 

Use Google maps and attach your map to this workbook. 
 
 

Ä b) Chart the organization of your local or state government.  Show the top offices and tell 

whether they are elected or appointed. 
 

     Local or state government: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



    CITIZENSHIP IN THE COMMUNITY  WORKBOOK, PART TWO, p.3 
 

Name         
 

Ä 4. Choose an issue that is important to the citizens of your community; then do the following: 
 

4(a) and 4(b) are pre-requisites and need to be completed before class time so that 4(c) may be 
completed below. 

 

Ä c) Share what you have learned with your counselor. 
 

     Share what you have learned in requirements 4a and 4b: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Ä 5. With the approval of your counselor and a parent, watch a movie that shows how the actions of 

one individual or group of individuals can have a positive effect on a community.  Discuss with 

your counselor what you learned from the movie about what it means to be a valuable and 

concerned member of the community. 
 

     Watch a movie that shows a positive effect on a community: 

 
 

     What did you learn: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 



    CITIZENSHIP IN THE COMMUNITY  WORKBOOK, PART TWO, p.4 
 

Name         
 

Ä 6. List some of the services (such as the library, recreation center, public transportation, and 

public safety) your community provides that are funded by taxpayers.  Tell your counselor why 

these services are important to your community. 
 

     Taxpayer funded services: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

     Why are these services important: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ORAGAINZATIONS and WEB SITES 
 

BBB Wise Giving Alliance 

 http://www.give.org 

GovSpot 

 http://www.govspot.com 

Kids Care Clubs 

 http://www.kidscare.org 

National Constitution Center 

 http://www.constitutioncenter.org 

National Crime Prevention Council 

 http://www.nationaltcc.org 

USA.gov 

 http://www.usa.gov 

U.S. Census Bureau 

 http://www.census.gov 

VolunteerMatch 

 http://www.volunteermatch.org 

Youth Activism Project 

 http://www.youthactivism.com 

Youth Service America 

 http://ysa.org 
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CITIZENSHIP IN THE COMMUNITY WORKBOOK 

Notes 

 

 

 

 



APPLICATION FOR MERIT BADGE   MERIT BADGE UNIVERISTY 

Name:        Merit Badge: Citizenship in the Community 

Address:       Counselor:      

City:        Address: Overland Trails Council 

State:          PO Box 1361 

Is a registered                Boy Scout,      нулу hΩCƭŀƴƴŀƎŀƴ 

                  Varsity Scout,    Grand Island, NE  68802-1361 

                  Venturer,       

of                        No.              Phone:  308-382-3717 
       Troop, team, crew, ship      

District:          email: mbuotc@yahoo.com 

Council:        
and is qualified to begin working for this merit badge and has completed the following pre-requisite requirements: 

SECTION A PRE-REQUISITE REQUIREMENTS 

Requirement  
No. and letter 

Date of  
Approval 

Counselor 
Initial 

Requirement  
No. and letter 

Date of  
Approval 

Counselor  
Initial 

3   8   

4a      

4b      

7             
The applicant has personally appeared before me and demonstrated to my satisfaction that he has met all pre-

requisites requirements for the above stated merit badge and is ready to attend his assigned MBU class. 

 

Signature of Unit Leader       Date    

SECTION B APPLICANTS RECORD 

Requirement  
No. and letter 

Date of 
Approval 

Counselor 
Initial 

Requirement  
No. and letter 

Date of 
Approval 

Counselor 
Initial 

1      

2       

4c      

5      

6      

      

      

       

      
The applicant has personally appeared before me and demonstrated to my satisfaction that he has completed all 

requirements in SECTION B above for the 

Merit Badge:  Citizenship in the Community 

Name of Counselor:         

 

Signature of Counselor       Date    



 

SCOUT INSTRUCTIONS 

Ä Complete your name, address, city, unit type & number, district, & council on the 

Application for Merit Badge. 

Ä Your unit leader must sign the Application for Merit Badge before attending class. 

Ä All other information is already printed on the Application for Merit Badge; please make 

sure all information is correct. 

Ä The merit badge counselor is registered & approved for this merit badge and is on the 

a.¦ /ƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊΩǎ [ƛǎǘΦ 

Ä Read the merit badge pamphlet. 

Ä Attend the merit badge class. 

Ä Always meet with your counselor along with a buddy (a Scout, friend, or parent) 

Ä Have your merit badge worksheet with you when you attend class. 

Ä If the merit badge pre-requisites are not completed before class, you will not be able 

to complete the merit badge during this weekend event, you will have to follow up 

ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ¦ƴƛǘΩǎ !ŘǾŀƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ /ƘŀƛǊ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƘƻƳŜ 

Ä PLEASE BE AWARE THAT SOME COUNSELORS WILL NOT ALLOW YOU TO ATTEND 

THEIR CLASS WITHOUT PRE-REQUISITES COMPLETEDτCLASS CURRICULUM IS 

DEPENDENT ON PRE-REQUISITE WORK BEING COMPLETED! 

 

 

 

COUNSELOR INSTRUCTIONS 

Ä Never meet alone with a Scout. 

Ä Verify all information & merit badge name on Application for Merit Badge is correct. 

Ä Sign your name on the line at the bottom of ά{9/¢Lhb . !tt[L/!b¢{ w9/hw5έ. 
 


