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CITIZENSHIP IN THE NATION PROGRAM OVERVIEW 
 

COUNSELOR:  tba 

 

  C/O: Overland Trails Council 

   PO Box 1361 

   Grand Island, NE 68802-1361 
 

 

LOCATION:  Central Community College 
 

 

TRANSPORTATION: N/A 
 

ADDITIONAL COSTS: None 
 

CLASS SIZE:  15  
 

BRING TO CLASS: Citizenship in the Nation merit badge pamphlet. 

   Citizenship in the Nation merit badge workbook, part one & part two 

   {ƛƎƴŜŘ ά!ǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ aŜǊƛǘ .ŀŘƎŜέΣ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǊƛǘ ōŀŘƎŜ  

   workbook.  (This will be your only record of work completed on this merit  

   badge.)  LŦ ȅƻǳǊ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ άōƭǳŜ ŎŀǊŘέΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ōǊƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ 

   you to class. 
 

PRE-REQUISITES: Complete Part One of the workbook before class (requirements  2, 3, 6, & 8). 

   /ƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ά!ǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ aŜǊƛǘ .ŀŘƎŜέ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ   

   Scoutmasters signature.   
 

CURRICULUM:  Requirements 1, 4, 5, & 7 will be completed during class (part two of the 

   workbook).  Pre-requisites will also be reviewed during class. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CITIZENSHIP IN THE NATION 
Boy Scouts Requirements 2010 

 

PRE-REQUISITE REQUIREMENTS ARE PRINTED IN BOLD UNDERLINED RED ITALICS & 

MUST BE COMPLETED BEFORE CLASS. 

 

1. Explain what citizenship in the nation means and what it takes to be a good citizen of this 

country.  Discuss the rights, duties, and obligations of a responsible and active American citizen. 

2. Do TWO of the following: 

a) Visit a place that is listed as a National Historic Landmark or that is on the National 

Register of Historic Places.  Tell your counselor what you learned about the landmark 

or site and what you found interesting about it. 

b) Tour your state capitol building or the U.S. Capitol.  Tell your counselor what you 

learned about the capitol, its function, and the history. 

c) Tour a federal facility.  Explain to your counselor what you saw there and what you 

learned about its function in the local community and how it serves this nation. 

d) Choose a national monument that interests you.  Using books, brochures, the Internet 

όǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴύΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 

monument.  Tell your counselor what you learned, and explain why the monument is 

important to this ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΦ 

3. Watch the national evening news five days in a row OR read the front page of a major daily 

newspaper five days in a row.  Discuss the national issues you learned about with your 

counselor.  Choose one of the issues and explain how it affects you and your family. 

4. Discuss each of the following documents with your counselor.  Tell your counselor how you feel 

life in the United States might be different without each one. 

a) Declaration of Independence 

b) Preamble to the Constitution 

c) The Constitution 

d) Bill of Rights 

e) Amendments to the Constitution 

5. List the six functions of government as noted in the preamble to the Constitution.  Discuss with 

your counselor how these functions affect your family and local community. 

6. ²ƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŀǇǇroval, choose a speech of national historical importance.  Find out 

about the author, and tell your counselor about the person who gave the speech.  Explain the 

importance of the speech at the time it was given, and tell how it applies to American citizens 

today.  Choose a sentence or two from the speech that has significant meaning to you, and tell 

your counselor why. 

7. Name the three branches of our federal government and explain to your counselor their 

functions.  Explain how citizens are involved in each branch.  For each branch of government, 

explain the importance of the system of checks and balances. 



8. Name your two senators and the member of Congress from your congressional district.  Write 

a letter about a national issue and send it to one of these elected officials, sharing your view 

with him or her.  Show your letter and any response you receive to your counselor. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CITIZENSHIP IN THE NATION WORKBOOK 

PART ONE, PRE-REQUSITIES 
 

Name          

Unit #     District        

Council           
 

Part One of the workbook must be completed before class.   

Bring the entire workbook (part one and part two) with you to class.   

Also bring the ά!ǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ aŜǊƛǘ .ŀŘƎŜέ signed by your scoutmaster (included at the end of the workbook). 
 

Ä 2. Do TWO of the following: 
Ä  a) Visit a place that is listed as a National Historic Landmark or that is on the National 

Register of Historic Places.  Tell your counselor what you learned about the landmark or site 
and what you found interesting about it. 

 

     Visited: 

 
 

     What you learned: 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CITIZENSHIP IN THE NATION WORKBOOK, PART ONE, p.2       
 

Name         
 

2. continued 
AND/OR 

Ä b) Tour your state capitol building or the U.S. Capitol.  Tell your counselor what you learned 
about the capitol, its function, and the history. 

 

     Visited: 

 
 

     What you learned: 

 

 

 
 

      Its function: 

 

 

 
 

      Its history: 

 

 

 
 
 

AND/OR 
Ä c) Tour a federal facility.  Explain to your counselor what you saw there and what you 

learned about its function in the local community and how it serves this nation. 
 

     Federal facility: 

 
 

     What you saw: 

 

 

 
 

     What you learned: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 



CITIZENSHIP IN THE NATION WORKBOOK, PART ONE, p.3       
 

Name         
 

2. continued 
AND/OR 

Ä d) Choose a national monument that interests you.  Using books, brochures, the Internet 
όǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴύΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǳƳŜƴǘΦ  
Tell your counselor what you learned, and explain why the monument is important to this 
ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΦ 

 

     National monument: 

 
 

     What you learned: 

 

 

 
 

     Its importance: 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Ä 3. Watch the national evening news five days in a row OR read the front page of a major daily 
newspaper five days in a row.  Discuss the national issues you learned about with your 
counselor.  Choose one of the issues and explain how it affects you and your family. 

 

     Evening news/major daily newspaper: 

 
 

     Date:                       National issues: 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 
 

     How it affects you and your family: 

 

 

 
 
 



CITIZENSHIP IN THE NATION WORKBOOK, PART ONE, p.4       
 

Name         
 

Ä сΦ ²ƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭΣ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ŀ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ƻŦ national historical importance.  Find out 
about the author, and tell your counselor about the person who gave the speech.  Explain the 
importance of the speech at the time it was given, and tell how it applies to American citizens 
today.  Choose a sentence or two from the speech that has significant meaning to you, and tell 
your counselor why. 

 

     Speech of importance: 

 
 

     Person who wrote and gave the speech: 

 

 
 

     Importance of the speech when it was given: 

 

 

 
 

     How does it apply today: 

 

 

 
 

     Sentence or two that has significant meaning to you, and why: 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Ä 8. Name your two senators and the member of Congress from your congressional district.  Write 
a letter about a national issue and send it to one of these elected officials, sharing your view 
with him or her.  Show your letter and any response you receive to your counselor. 

 

     Senators: 

 

 
 

     Congressional Leader: 

 
 
 

Attach your letter and any response to this workbook. 
 
 



CITIZENSHIP IN THE NATION WORKBOOK 

PART TWO, CLASS CURRICULUM  
 

Name          

Unit #     District        

Council           
 

Part Two of the workbook will be completed during class.   
 

Ä 1. Explain what citizenship in the nation means and what it takes to be a good citizen of this 
country.  Discuss the rights, duties, and obligations of a responsible and active American citizen. 

 

    Meaning of citizenship in the nation: 

 

 

 

 
 

     Being a good citizen: 

 

 

 

 
 

     Rights of citizenship: 

 

 

 

 
 

     Duties of citizenship: 

 

 

 

 
 

     Obligations of citizenship: 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



     CITIZENSHIP IN THE NATION WORKBOOK, PART TWO, p.2 
 

Name         
 

Ä 4. Discuss each of the following documents with your counselor.  Tell your counselor how you 
feel life in the United States might be different without each one. 
Ä a) Declaration of Independence 

 

     Discussion: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

     How would life be different without it: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Ä b) Preamble to the Constitution 
 

     Discussion: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

     How would life be different without it: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 



     CITIZENSHIP IN THE NATION WORKBOOK, PART TWO, p.3 
 

Name         
 

4. continued 
Ä c) The Constitution 

 

     Discussion: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

      How would life be different without it: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Ä  d) Bill of Rights 
 

     Discussion: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

     How would life be different without it: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 



     CITIZENSHIP IN THE NATION WORKBOOK, PART TWO, p.4 
 

Name         
 

4. continued 
Ä e) Amendments to the Constitution 

 

     Discussion: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

      How would life be different without it: 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Ä 5. List the six functions of government as noted in the preamble to the Constitution.  Discuss 
with your counselor how these functions affect your family and local community. 

 
 

Government Function: 

Affect on family & community: 

 

Government Function: 

Affect on family & community: 

 

Government Function: 

Affect on family & community: 

 

Government Function: 

Affect on family & community: 

 

Government Function: 

Affect on family & community: 

 

Government Function: 

Affect on family & community: 

 
 
 



     CITIZENSHIP IN THE NATION WORKBOOK, PART TWO, p.5 
 

Name         
 

Ä 7. Name the three branches of our federal government and explain to your counselor their 
functions.  Explain how citizens are involved in each branch.  For each branch of government, 
explain the importance of the system of checks and balances. 

 
 

Branch: 

Function: 

 

Citizen involvement: 

 

Importance of checks & balance 

 
 
 

Branch: 

Function: 

 

Citizen involvement: 

 

Importance of checks & balance: 

 
 
 
 

Branch: 

Function: 

 

Citizen involvement: 

 

Importance of checks & balance: 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ORGANIZATIONS and WEB SITES 
 

American Civil Liberties Union 

 http://www.aclu.org 

Democratic National Committee 

 http://www.democrats.org 

GovSpot 

 http://www.govspot.com 

League of Women Voters 

 http://www.lwv.org 

National Constitution Center 

 http://www.constitutioncenter.org 

National Park Service 

 http://www.nps.gov 

Republican National Committee 

 http://www.rnc.org 

THOMAS 

 http://thomas.loc.gov 

USA.gov 

 http://www.usa.gov 

The U.S. Constitution Online 

 http://www.usconstitution.net 

U.S. Census Bureau 

 http://www.census.gov 

U.S. House of Representatives 

 http://www.house.gov 

U.S. Government Printing Office 

 http://www.gpoaccess.gov 

U.S. Senate 

 http://www.senate.gov 

U.S. Supreme Court 

 http://www.supremecourtus.gov 

The White House 

 http://www.whitehouse.gov 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.aclu.org/
http://www.democrats.org/
http://www.govspot.com/
http://www.lwv.org/
http://www.constitutioncenter.org/
http://www.nps.gov/
http://www.rnc.org/
http://thomas.loc.gov/
http://www.usa.gov/
http://www.usconstitution.net/
http://www.census.gov/
http://www.house.gov/
http://www.gpoaccess.gov/
http://www.senate.gov/
http://www.supremecourtus.gov/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/


CITIZENSHIP IN THE NATION WORKBOOK 

Notes 

 

 

 

 



APPLICATION FOR MERIT BADGE   MERIT BADGE UNIVERISTY 

Name:        Merit Badge: Citizenship in the Nation 

Address:       Counselor:      

City:        Address: Overland Trails Council 

State:          PO Box 1361 

Is a registered                Boy Scout,      нулу hΩCƭŀƴƴŀƎŀƴ 

                  Varsity Scout,    Grand Island, NE  68802-1361 

                  Venturer,       

of                        No.              Phone:  308-382-3717 
       Troop, team, crew, ship      

District:          email: mbuotc@yahoo.com 

Council:        
and is qualified to begin working for this merit badge and has completed the following pre-requisite requirements: 

SECTION A PRE-REQUISITE REQUIREMENTS 

Requirement  
No. and letter 

Date of  
Approval 

Counselor 
Initial 

Requirement  
No. and letter 

Date of  
Approval 

Counselor  
Initial 

2      

3      

6      

8             
The applicant has personally appeared before me and demonstrated to my satisfaction that he has met all pre-

requisites requirements for the above stated merit badge and is ready to attend his assigned MBU class. 

 

Signature of Unit Leader       Date    

SECTION B APPLICANTS RECORD 

Requirement  
No. and letter 

Date of 
Approval 

Counselor 
Initial 

Requirement  
No. and letter 

Date of 
Approval 

Counselor 
Initial 

1      

4       

5      

7      

      

      

      

       

      
The applicant has personally appeared before me and demonstrated to my satisfaction that he has completed all 

requirements in SECTION B above for the 

Merit Badge:  Citizenship in the Nation 

Name of Counselor:         

 

Signature of Counselor       Date    



 

SCOUT INSTRUCTIONS 

Ä Complete your name, address, city, unit type & number, district, & council on the 

Application for Merit Badge. 

Ä Your unit leader must sign the Application for Merit Badge before attending class. 

Ä All other information is already printed on the Application for Merit Badge; please make 

sure all information is correct. 

Ä The merit badge counselor is registered & approved for this merit badge and is on the 

a.¦ /ƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊΩǎ [ƛǎǘΦ 

Ä Read the merit badge pamphlet. 

Ä Attend the merit badge class. 

Ä Always meet with your counselor along with a buddy (a Scout, friend, or parent) 

Ä Have your merit badge worksheet with you when you attend class. 

Ä If the merit badge pre-requisites are not completed before class, you will not be able 

to complete the merit badge during this weekend event, you will have to follow up 

ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ¦ƴƛǘΩǎ !ŘǾŀƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ /ƘŀƛǊ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƘƻƳŜ 

Ä PLEASE BE AWARE THAT SOME COUNSELORS WILL NOT ALLOW YOU TO ATTEND 

THEIR CLASS WITHOUT PRE-REQUISITES COMPLETEDτCLASS CURRICULUM IS 

DEPENDENT ON PRE-REQUISITE WORK BEING COMPLETED! 

 

 

 

COUNSELOR INSTRUCTIONS 

Ä Never meet alone with a Scout. 

Ä Verify all information & merit badge name on Application for Merit Badge is correct. 

Ä Sign your name on the line at the bottom of ά{9/¢Lhb . !tt[L/!b¢{ w9/hw5έ. 
 


