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COIN COLLECTING PROGRAM OVERVIEW 
 

COUNSELOR:  tba 

 

  C/O: Overland Trails Council 

   PO Box 1361 

   Grand Island, NE 68802-1361 
 

 

LOCATION:  Central Community College 
 

 

 

TRANSPORTATION: N/A 
 

ADDITIONAL COSTS: None 
 

CLASS SIZE:  15  
 

BRING TO CLASS: Coin Collection. 

   Coin Collecting merit badge pamphlet. 

   Coin Collecting merit badge workbook, part one & part two. 

   Signed άApplication for Merit Badgeέ, found at the end of the merit badge  

   workbook.  (This will be your only record of work completed on this merit  

   badge.)  LŦ ȅƻǳǊ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ άōƭǳŜ ŎŀǊŘέΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ōǊƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ 

   you to class. 
 

PRE-REQUISITES: Complete Part One of the workbook before class (requirement 7, 9, & 10). 

   Complete information on άApplication for Merit Badgeέ including   

   Scoutmasters signature.   
 

CURRICULUM:  Requirements 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, & 8 will be completed during class (part two  

   of the workbook).  Pre-requisites will also be reviewed during class. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COIN COLLECTING 
Boy Scouts Requirements 2010, updates 

 

PRE-REQUISITE REQUIREMENTS ARE PRINTED IN BOLD UNDERLINED RED ITALICS & 

MUST BE COMPLETED BEFORE CLASS. 

 

1. Understand how coins are made and where the active U.S. Mint facilities are located. 

2. Explain these collecting terms: 

a) Obverse 

b) Reverse 

c) Reeding 

d) Clad 

e) Type set 

f) Date set 

3. Explain the grading terms Uncirculated, Extremely Fine, Very Fine, Fine, Very Good, Good, Poor.  

Show five different grade examples of the same coin type.  Explain the term proof and why it is 

not a grade.  Tell what encapsulated coins are. 

4. Know three different ways to store a collection, and describe the benefits, drawbacks, and 

expense of each method.  Pick one to use when completing requirements. 

5. Do the following: 

a) Demonstrate to your counselor that you know how to use two U.S. or world coin 

reference catalogs. 

b) Read a numismatic magazine or newspaper and tell your counselor about what you 

learned. 

6. Describe the 1999-2008 50 State Quarters Program.  Collect and show your counselor five 

different state quarters you have acquired from circulation. 

7. Collect from circulation a set of current U.S. coins.  Include one coin of each denomination 

(cent, nickel, dime, quarter, half dollar, dollar).  For each coin, locate the mint marks, if any, 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜǊΩǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭǎΣ ƛŦ ŀƴȅΦ 

8. Do the following: 

a) Identify the people depicted on the following denominations of current U.S. paper 

money: $1, $2, $5, $10, $20, $50, $100. 

b) 9ȄǇƭŀƛƴ άƭŜƎŀƭ ǘŜƴŘŜǊΦέ 

c) Describe the role the Federal Reserve System plays in the distribution of currency. 

9. Do ONE of the following: 

a) Collect and identify 50 foreign coins from at least 10 different countries. 

b) Collect and identify 20 bank notes from at least five different countries. 

c) Collect and identify 15 different tokens or medals. 

d) For each year since the year of your birth, collect a date set of a single type of coin. 

 

 



10. Do ONE of the following: 

a) Tour a U.S. Mint facility, a Bureau of Engraving and Printing facility, a Federal Reserve 

bank, or a numismatic museum or exhibit, and describe what you learned to your 

counselor. 

b) ²ƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ŀ Ŏƻƛƴ ǎƘƻǿ ƻǊ Ŏƻƛƴ Ŏƭǳō ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΣ ƻǊ ǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜ 

Web site of the U.S. Mint or a coin dealer, and report what you learned. 

c) Give a talk about coin collecting to a group such as your troop, a Cub Scout pack, or 

your class at school. 

d) Do drawings of five Colonial-era U.S. coins. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COIN COLLECTING WORKBOOK 

PART ONE, PRE-REQUSITIES 
 

Name          

Unit #     District        

Council           
 

Part One of the workbook must be completed before class.   

Bring the entire workbook (part one and part two) with you to class.   

Also bring the ά!ǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ aŜǊƛǘ .ŀŘƎŜέ signed by your scoutmaster (included at the end of the workbook). 
 

Ä 7. Collect from circulation a set of current U.S. coins.  Include one coin of each denomination 
(cent, nickel, dime, quarter, half dollar, dollar).  For each coin, locate the mint marks, if any, and 
ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜǊΩǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭǎΣ ƛŦ ŀƴȅΦ 

 

     Collect from circulation: 

U.S. coins Mint marks (if any) 5ŜǎƛƎƴŜǊΩǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭǎ όƛŦ ŀƴȅύ 

Cent   

Nickel   

Dime   

Quarter   

Half dollar   

Dollar   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COIN COLLECTING WORKBOOK, PART ONE, p.2         
 

Name         
 

Ä 9. Do ONE of the following: 
Ä a) Collect and identify 50 foreign coins from at least 10 different countries. 

 

     Coin collection: 

Coin Country Coin Country 

1.  26..  

2.  27.  

3.  28.  

4.  29.  

5.  30.  

6.  31.  

7.  32.  

8.  33.  

9.  34.  

10.  35.  

11.  36.  

12.  37.  

13.  38.  

14.  39.  

15.  40.  

16.  41.  

17.  42.  

18.  43.  

19.  44.  

20.  45.  

21.  46.  

22.  47.  

23.  48.  

24.  49.  

25.  50.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COIN COLLECTING WORKBOOK, PART ONE, p.3         
 

Name         
 

9. continued 
OR 

Ä b) Collect and identify 20 bank notes from at least five different countries. 
 

     Bank note collection: 

Bank note Country Bank note Country  

1.  11.  

2.  12.  

3.  13.  

4.  14.  

5.  15.  

6.  16.  

7.  17.  

8.  18.  

9.  19.  

10.  20.  
 
 

OR 
Ä c) Collect and identify 15 different tokens or medals. 

 

     Token or medal collection: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COIN COLLECTING WORKBOOK, PART ONE, p.4         
 

Name         
 

 

9. continued 
OR 

Ä d) For each year since the year of your birth, collect a date set of a single type of coin. 
 

     Date set collection: 

Year Type of coin Year  Type of coin 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
 
 

 

 

Ä 10. Do ONE of the following: 
Ä a) Tour a U.S. Mint facility, a Bureau of Engraving and Printing facility, a Federal Reserve 

bank, or a numismatic museum or exhibit, and describe what you learned to your counselor. 
 
 

Toured:                                                                                                      Date: 
 
 

OR 
Ä ōύ ²ƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ŀ Ŏƻƛƴ ǎƘƻǿ ƻǊ Ŏƻƛƴ Ŏƭǳō ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΣ ƻǊ ǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜ ²Ŝō 

site of the U.S. Mint or a coin dealer, and report what you learned. 
 

     Report on what you learned: 

 

 

 

 
 
 

OR 
Ä c) Give a talk about coin collecting to a group such as your troop, a Cub Scout pack, or your 

class at school. 
 
 

Group talked to:                                                                                                     Date: 
 
 



COIN COLLECTING WORKBOOK, PART ONE, p.5         
 

Name         
 

10. continued 
OR 

Ä d) Do drawings of five Colonial-era U.S. coins. 
 

     One                                                                                       Two 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 

     Three                                                                                    Four 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 

                                                    Five 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COIN COLLECTING WORKBOOK 

PART TWO, CLASS CURRICULUM  
 

Name          

Unit #     District        

Council           
 

Part Two of the workbook will be completed during class.   
 

Ä 1. Understand how coins are made and where the active U.S. Mint facilities are located. 
 

     Coins are made: 

 

 

 

 
 

     U.S. Mints: 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Ä 2. Explain these collecting terms: 
Ä a) Obverse 
Ä b) Reverse 
Ä c) Reeding 
Ä d) Clad 
Ä e) Type set 
Ä f) Date set 

 

     Terms:                                   Explanation: 

Obverse  
 

Reverse  
 

Reeding  
 

Clad  
 

Type set  
 

Date set  
 

 
 

 

 



      COIN COLLECTING WORKBOOK, PART TWO, p.2 
 

Name         
 

Ä 3. Explain the grading terms Uncirculated, Extremely Fine, Very Fine, Fine, Very Good, Good, 
Poor.  Show five different grade examples of the same coin type.  Explain the term proof and 
why it is not a grade.  Tell what encapsulated coins are. 

 

     Grading terms:                Explanation: 

Uncirculated  
 

Extremely Fine  
 

Very Fine  
 

Fine  
 

Very Good  
 

Good  
 

Poor  
 

 

Ä Show five different grade examples of the same coin type. 
 

     Explain the term proof and why it is not a grade: 

 

 

 
 

     Encapsulated coins: 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



      COIN COLLECTING WORKBOOK, PART TWO, p.3 
 

Name         
 

Ä 4. Know three different ways to store a collection, and describe the benefits, drawbacks, and 
expense of each method.  Pick one to use when completing requirements. 

 
 

Collection storage #1: 

Benefits: Drawbacks: 

  

  

Expense: 
 

Collection storage #2: 

Benefits: Drawbacks: 

  

  

Expense: 
 

Collection storage #3: 

Benefits: Drawbacks: 

  

  

Expense: 
 
 

 

 

Ä 5. Do the following: 
Ä a) Demonstrate to your counselor that you know how to use two U.S. or world coin 

reference catalogs. 
 

     U.S or World Coin Reference Catalogs: 

1. 

2. 
 
 

Ä b) Read a numismatic magazine or newspaper and tell your counselor about what you 
learned. 

 

     Magazine or newspaper: 

 

     What you learned: 

 

 

 
 
 

 



      COIN COLLECTING WORKBOOK, PART TWO, p.4 
 

Name         
 

Ä 6. Describe the 1999-2008 50 State Quarters Program.  Collect and show your counselor five 
different state quarters you have acquired from circulation. 

 

     50 State Quarters Program: 

 

 
 

     Quarters acquired from circulation: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
 
 

 

 

Ä 8. Do the following: 
Ä a) Identify the people depicted on the following denominations of current U.S. paper 

money: $1, $2, $5, $10, $20, $50, $100. 
 

     Denomination:                Person depicted: 

$1  

$2  

$5  

$10  

$20  

$50  

$100  
 
 

Ä ōύ 9ȄǇƭŀƛƴ άƭŜƎŀƭ ǘŜƴŘŜǊΦέ 
 

     άƭŜƎŀƭ ǘŜƴŘŜǊέ 

 

 
 
 

Ä c) Describe the role the Federal Reserve System plays in the distribution of currency. 
 

     Federal Reserve System: 

 

 

 
 
 

 



ORGANIZATIONS and WEB SITE 
 

American Numismatic Association 

 http://www.money.org 

American Numismatic society 

 http://www.numismatics.org 

Federal Reserve District 

 http://www.federalreserve.gov/otherfrb.htm 

National Numismatic Collection 

 http://americanhistory.si.edu/collections/numismatics 

Society of Paper Money Collectors 

 http://www.spmc.org 

Society of W.S. Pattern Collectors 

 http://uspatterns.com 

U.S.  Bureau of Engraving and Printing 

 http://www.moneyfactory.com 

U.S. Mint 

 http://www.usmint.gov 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.money.org/
http://www.numismatics.org/
http://www.federalreserve.gov/otherfrb.htm
http://americanhistory.si.edu/collections/numismatics
http://www.spmc.org/
http://uspatterns.com/
http://www.moneyfactory.com/
http://www.usmint.gov/


COIN COLLECTING WORKBOOK 

Notes 

 

 

 

 



APPLICATION FOR MERIT BADGE   MERIT BADGE UNIVERISTY 

Name:        Merit Badge: Coin Collecting 

Address:       Counselor:      

City:        Address: Overland Trails Council 

State:          PO Box 1361 

Is a registered                Boy Scout,      нулу hΩCƭŀƴƴŀƎŀƴ 

                  Varsity Scout,    Grand Island, NE  68802-1361 

                  Venturer,       

of                        No.              Phone:  308-382-3717 
       Troop, team, crew, ship      

District:          email: mbuotc@yahoo.com 

Council:        
and is qualified to begin working for this merit badge and has completed the following pre-requisite requirements: 

SECTION A PRE-REQUISITE REQUIREMENTS 

Requirement  
No. and letter 

Date of  
Approval 

Counselor 
Initial 

Requirement  
No. and letter 

Date of  
Approval 

Counselor  
Initial 

7      

9      

10      

             
The applicant has personally appeared before me and demonstrated to my satisfaction that he has met all pre-

requisites requirements for the above stated merit badge and is ready to attend his assigned MBU class. 

 

Signature of Unit Leader       Date    

SECTION B APPLICANTS RECORD 

Requirement  
No. and letter 

Date of 
Approval 

Counselor 
Initial 

Requirement  
No. and letter 

Date of 
Approval 

Counselor 
Initial 

1      

2       

3      

4      

5      

6      

8      

       

      
The applicant has personally appeared before me and demonstrated to my satisfaction that he has completed all 

requirements in SECTION B above for the 

Merit Badge:  Coin Collecting 

Name of Counselor:         

 

Signature of Counselor       Date    



 

SCOUT INSTRUCTIONS 

Ä Complete your name, address, city, unit type & number, district, & council on the 

Application for Merit Badge. 

Ä Your unit leader must sign the Application for Merit Badge before attending class. 

Ä All other information is already printed on the Application for Merit Badge; please make 

sure all information is correct. 

Ä The merit badge counselor is registered & approved for this merit badge and is on the 

a.¦ /ƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊΩǎ [ƛǎǘΦ 

Ä Read the merit badge pamphlet. 

Ä Attend the merit badge class. 

Ä Always meet with your counselor along with a buddy (a Scout, friend, or parent) 

Ä Have your merit badge worksheet with you when you attend class. 

Ä If the merit badge pre-requisites are not completed before class, you will not be able 

to complete the merit badge during this weekend event, you will have to follow up 

ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ¦ƴƛǘΩǎ !ŘǾŀƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ /ƘŀƛǊ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƘƻƳŜ 

Ä PLEASE BE AWARE THAT SOME COUNSELORS WILL NOT ALLOW YOU TO ATTEND 

THEIR CLASS WITHOUT PRE-REQUISITES COMPLETEDτCLASS CURRICULUM IS 

DEPENDENT ON PRE-REQUISITE WORK BEING COMPLETED! 

 

 

 

COUNSELOR INSTRUCTIONS 

Ä Never meet alone with a Scout. 

Ä Verify all information & merit badge name on Application for Merit Badge is correct. 

Ä Sign your name on the line at the bottom of ά{9/¢Lhb . !tt[L/!b¢{ w9/hw5έ. 
 


