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MBU Staff/Committee. 



DENTISTRY PROGRAM OVERVIEW 
 

COUNSELOR:  tba 

 

  C/O: Overland Trails Council 

   PO Box 1361 

   Grand Island, NE 68802-1361 
 

 

LOCATION:  tba 
 

 

 

TRANSPORTATION: Transportation is provided 
 

ADDITIONAL COSTS: None 
 

CLASS SIZE:  10  
 

BRING TO CLASS: Dentistry merit badge pamphlet. 

   Dentistry merit badge workbook, part one & part two. 

   Signed άApplication for Merit Badgeέ, found at the end of the merit badge  

   workbook.  (This will be your only record of work completed on this merit  

   badge.)  LŦ ȅƻǳǊ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ άōƭǳŜ ŎŀǊŘέΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ōǊƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ 

   you to class. 
 

PRE-REQUISITES: Complete Part One of the workbook before class (requirements 4c, 6, & 7). 

   Complete information on ά!ǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ for Merit Badgeέ including   

   Scoutmasters signature.   
 

CURRICULUM:  Requirements 1, 2, 3, 4a, & 5 will be completed during class (part two of the 

   workbook).  Pre-requisites will also be reviewed during class. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DENTISTRY 
Boy Scouts Requirements 2010, updates 

 

PRE-REQUISITE REQUIREMENTS ARE PRINTED IN BOLD UNDERLINED RED ITALICS & 

MUST BE COMPLETED BEFORE CLASS. 

 

1. Using x-ray (radiographic) films ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊΩǎ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜΣ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƻƻǘƘ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ 

and look for decay.  Then do the following: 

a) Using the radiographs as a guide, draw a lower molar.  Label its parts and surfaces.  

Show surrounding structures such as bone and gum tissues. 

b) Show on your drawing where the nerves and blood vessels enter the tooth. 

c) Show on your drawing where bacterial plaque is most likely to be found. 

2. Do the following: 

a) Tell or write about what causes dental decay and gum disease.  Tell how each of the 

following contributes to dental decay and gum disease: bacterial plaque, sugars, and acid. 

b) Tell the possible causes for traumatic tooth loss, describe the types of mouth guards used 

to help prevent tooth trauma, and list the athletic activities during which a person should 

wear a mouth guard. 

c) Explain the first-aid procedure for saving a tooth that has been knocked out. 

d) Discuss how the use of tobacco products can negatively affect your oral health. 

3. Arrange for a visit with a dentist.  Before you go, ask whether your visit can include a dental 

examination and a plaque-control demonstration.  Afterward, ask questions about things you want 

to know.  Then tell your counselor what the dentist does during a checkup examination. 

4. Do TWO of the following: 

a) Name at least five instruments and five pieces of equipment a dentist uses. 

b) With the help of a dentist, prepare a dental stone cast using a vibrator, a mixing bowl, a 

water measure, a plastic measure, model stone, and a spatula. 

c) Keep a record of everything you eat for three days.  Circle those items that may provide 

the sugars that bacterial plaque needs to make acid.  List snacks that you should avoid 

to help maintain the best oral health. 

5. Discuss with your merit badge counselor the following: 

a) How fluorides help prevent tooth decay and the ways fluorides can be provided to the 

teeth. 

b) How the mouth is related to the rest of the body.  Topics might include chewing, saliva, 

enzymes, nutrition, and speech. 

6. Do TWO of the following: 

a) Make a model tooth out of soap, clay, papier-mâché, or wax.  Using a string and a 

large hand brush, show your troop or a school class proper tooth-brushing and 

flossing procedures. 

b) Make a poster on the prevention of dental disease.  Show the importance of good oral 

health. 

c) Collect at least five advertisements for different toothpastes.  List the claims that each 

one makes.  Tell about the accuracy of the advertisements 



d) Write a feature story for your school newspaper on the proper care of teeth and gums. 

e) Make drawings and write about the progress of dental decay.  Describe the types of 

dental filling and treatments a dentist can use to repair dental decay problems. 

7. Find out about three career opportunities in dentistry.  Pick one and find out the education, 

training, and experience required for this profession.  Discuss this with your counselor, and 

explain why this profession might interest you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DENTISTRY WORKBOOK 

PART ONE, PRE-REQUSITIES 
 

Name          

Unit #     District        

Council           
 

Part One of the workbook must be completed before class.   

Bring the entire workbook (part one and part two) with you to class.   

Also bring the MBU Blue Card signed by your scoutmaster (included at the end of the workbook). 
 

Ä 4. Do TWO of the following: 
 

4.a) will be completed in class, you will need to complete 4.c). 
 

Ä c) Keep a record of everything you eat for three days.  Circle those items that may provide the 

sugars that bacterial plaque needs to make acid.  List snacks that you should avoid to help 

maintain the best oral health. 
 

     Record of everything you eat for three days: 

DAY ONE 

Breakfast Lunch Dinner Snacks  

    

    

    

    

    
 
 

DAY TWO 

Breakfast Lunch Dinner Snacks  

    

    

    

    

    
 
 

DAY THREE 

Breakfast Lunch Dinner Snacks  

    

    

    

    

    
 
 



DENTISTRY WORKBOOK, PART ONE, p.2         
 

Name         
 

4. c) continued 
 

     List snacks you should avoid: 

   

   

   

   
 
 

 

 

Ä 6. Do TWO of the following: 

Ä a) Make a model tooth out of soap, clay, papier-mâché, or wax.  Using a string and a large 

hand brush, show your troop or a school class proper tooth-brushing and flossing procedures. 
 

     Make a model and show your troop or school class proper tooth-brushing and flossing procedures: 

Presentation made to:                                                             initial:                  date:                                                                 
 
 

OR 

Ä b) Make a poster on the prevention of dental disease.  Show the importance of good oral 

health. 
 

    Make a poster on the prevention of dental disease: 

 

 

 
 
 

OR 

Ä c) Collect at least five advertisements for different toothpastes.  List the claims that each one 

makes.  Tell about the accuracy of the advertisements 
 

     Collect at least five advertisements: 

Advertisement Claims Made Accuracy of Advertisement 

   

   

   

   

   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DENTISTRY WORKBOOK, PART ONE, p.3         
 

Name         
 

6. continued 
OR 

Ä d) Write a feature story for your school newspaper on the proper care of teeth and gums. 
 

     Write a feature story for your school newspaper: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                                                                                                            Add additional paper if needed. 

      



DENTISTRY WORKBOOK, PART ONE, p.4         
 

Name         
 

6. continued 
OR 

Ä e) Make drawings and write about the progress of dental decay.  Describe the types of dental 

filling and treatments a dentist can use to repair dental decay problems. 
 

     Make drawings of dental decay: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

     Write about the progress of dental decay: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

     Types of dental filling and treatments: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 



DENTISTRY WORKBOOK, PART ONE, p.5         
 

Name         
 

Ä 7. Find out about three career opportunities in dentistry.  Pick one and find out the education, 

training, and experience required for this profession.  Discuss this with your counselor, and 

explain why this profession might interest you. 
 

     Career opportunities in dentistry: 

1. 

2. 

3. 
 

     Pick one career: 

Career: 

Education: 

Training: 

Experience: 
 

     ²Ƙȅ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΩǎ ȅƻǳΥ 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DENTISTRY WORKBOOK 

PART TWO, CLASS CURRICULUM  
 

Name          

Unit #     District        

Council           
 

Part Two of the workbook will be completed during class.   
 

Ä 1. Using x-Ǌŀȅ όǊŀŘƛƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎύ ŦƛƭƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊΩǎ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜΣ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƻƻǘƘ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ 
and look for decay.  Then do the following: 

 

     Using x-ray films study the tooth structure: 

 

 
 
 

Ä a) Using the radiographs as a guide, draw a lower molar.  Label its parts and surfaces.  Show 
surrounding structures such as bone and gum tissues. 

Ä b) Show on your drawing where the nerves and blood vessels enter the tooth. 
Ä c) Show on your drawing where bacterial plaque is most likely to be found. 

 

     Draw a lower molar: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



       DENTISTRY WORKBOOK, PART TWO, p.2 
 

Name         
 

Ä 2. Do the following: 

Ä a) Tell or write about what causes dental decay and gum disease.  Tell how each of the 

following contributes to dental decay and gum disease: bacterial plaque, sugars, and acid. 
 

     What causes dental decay and gum disease: 

 

 

 

 
 

     How the following contributes to dental decay and gum disease: 

Bacterial plaque Sugars Acid  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 
 

Ä b) Tell the possible causes for traumatic tooth loss, describe the types of mouth guards used 

to help prevent tooth trauma, and list the athletic activities during which a person should wear 

a mouth guard. 
 

     Possible causes for traumatic tooth loss: 

 

 

 

 
 

     Types of mouth guards: 

 

 

 

 
 

     List the athletic activities which a person should wear a mouth guard: 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 



       DENTISTRY WORKBOOK, PART TWO, p.3 
 

Name         
 

2. continued 
Ä c) Explain the first-aid procedure for saving a tooth that has been knocked out. 

 

     First-aid procedure for saving a tooth: 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Ä d) Discuss how the use of tobacco products can negatively affect your oral health. 
 

     How the use of tobacco products can negatively affect oral health: 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Ä 3. Arrange for a visit with a dentist.  Before you go, ask whether your visit can include a dental 

examination and a plaque-control demonstration.  Afterward, ask questions about things you want 

to know.  Then tell your counselor what the dentist does during a checkup examination. 
 

     Visit with a dentist and ask if it can include a dental examination & plaque-control demonstration: 

 

 

 
 

     Ask about things you want to know: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

     What the dentist does during a checkup examination; 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



       DENTISTRY WORKBOOK, PART TWO, p.4 
 

Name         
 

Ä 4. Do TWO of the following: 
 

Only need one 4. c) is a pre-requisite  
 

Ä a) Name at least five instruments and five pieces of equipment a dentist uses. 
 

     Instruments and equipment dentists use: 

     Instruments 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
 
 

     Equipment  

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
 
 

OR 

Ä b) With the help of a dentist, prepare a dental stone cast using a vibrator, a mixing bowl, a 

water measure, a plastic measure, model stone, and a spatula. 
 

     Prepare a dental stone cast: 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Ä 5. Discuss with your merit badge counselor the following: 

Ä a) How fluorides help prevent tooth decay and the ways fluorides can be provided to the 

teeth. 
 

     How fluorides help prevent tooth decay: 

 

 
 

     Ways fluorides can be provided to teeth: 

 

 
 
 



       DENTISTRY WORKBOOK, PART TWO, p.5 
 

Name         
 

5. continued 

Ä b) How the mouth is related to the rest of the body.  Topics might include chewing, saliva, 

enzymes, nutrition, and speech. 
 

     How the mouth is related to the rest of the body: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ORGANIZATIONA and WEB SITES 
 

Academy of General Dentistry 

 http://www.agd.org 

American Academy of Oral and Maxillofacial Pathology 

 http://www.aaomp.org 

American Academy of Oral and Maxillofacial Radiology 

 http://www.aaomr.org 

American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry 

 http://www.aapd.org 

American Academy 

 http://www.perio.org 

American Association of Endodontists 

 http://www.aae.org 

American Association of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons 

 http://www.aaoms.org 

American Association of Orthodontists 

 http://www.braces.org 

American Association of Public Health Dentistry 

 http://www.aaphd.org 

American College of Prosthodontists 

 http://www.prosthodontics.org 

American Dental Assistants Association 

 http://www.dentalassistant.org 

American Dental Association 

 http://www.ada.org 

American Dental Education Association 

 http://wwwladea.org 

!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ 5Ŝƴǘŀƭ IȅƎƛŜƴƛǎǘǎΩ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ 

 http://www.adha.org 

Academy of Comprehensive Esthetics 

 http://www.ACEsthetics.com 

Dentalsite 

 http://www.dentalsite.com 

HealthWeb 

 http://www.healthweb.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.agd.org/
http://www.aaomp.org/
http://www.aaomr.org/
http://www.aapd.org/
http://www.perio.org/
http://www.aae.org/
http://www.aaoms.org/
http://www.braces.org/
http://www.aaphd.org/
http://www.prosthodontics.org/
http://www.dentalassistant.org/
http://www.ada.org/
http://wwwladea.org/
http://www.adha.org/
http://www.acesthetics.com/
http://www.dentalsite.com/
http://www.healthweb.org/


DENTISTRY WORKBOOK 

Notes 

 

 

 

 



APPLICATION FOR MERIT BADGE   MERIT BADGE UNIVERISTY 

Name:        Merit Badge: Dentistry 

Address:       Counselor:      

City:        Address: Overland Trails Council 

State:          PO Box 1361 

Is a registered                Boy Scout,      нулу hΩCƭŀƴƴŀƎŀƴ 

                  Varsity Scout,    Grand Island, NE  68802-1361 

                  Venturer,       

of                        No.              Phone:  308-382-3717 
       Troop, team, crew, ship      

District:          email: mbuotc@yahoo.com 

Council:        
and is qualified to begin working for this merit badge and has completed the following pre-requisite requirements: 

SECTION A PRE-REQUISITE REQUIREMENTS 

Requirement  
No. and letter 

Date of  
Approval 

Counselor 
Initial 

Requirement  
No. and letter 

Date of  
Approval 

Counselor  
Initial 

4c      

6      

7      

             
The applicant has personally appeared before me and demonstrated to my satisfaction that he has met all pre-

requisites requirements for the above stated merit badge and is ready to attend his assigned MBU class. 

 

Signature of Unit Leader       Date    

SECTION B APPLICANTS RECORD 

Requirement  
No. and letter 

Date of 
Approval 

Counselor 
Initial 

Requirement  
No. and letter 

Date of 
Approval 

Counselor 
Initial 

1      

2       

3      

4a      

5      

      

      

       

      
The applicant has personally appeared before me and demonstrated to my satisfaction that he has completed all 

requirements in SECTION B above for the 

Merit Badge:  Dentistry 

Name of Counselor:         

 

Signature of Counselor       Date    



 

SCOUT INSTRUCTIONS 

Ä Complete your name, address, city, unit type & number, district, & council on the 

Application for Merit Badge. 

Ä Your unit leader must sign the Application for Merit Badge before attending class. 

Ä All other information is already printed on the Application for Merit Badge; please make 

sure all information is correct. 

Ä The merit badge counselor is registered & approved for this merit badge and is on the 

a.¦ /ƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊΩǎ [ƛǎǘΦ 

Ä Read the merit badge pamphlet. 

Ä Attend the merit badge class. 

Ä Always meet with your counselor along with a buddy (a Scout, friend, or parent) 

Ä Have your merit badge worksheet with you when you attend class. 

Ä If the merit badge pre-requisites are not completed before class, you will not be able 

to complete the merit badge during this weekend event, you will have to follow up 

ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ¦ƴƛǘΩǎ !ŘǾŀƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ /ƘŀƛǊ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƘƻƳŜ 

Ä PLEASE BE AWARE THAT SOME COUNSELORS WILL NOT ALLOW YOU TO ATTEND 

THEIR CLASS WITHOUT PRE-REQUISITES COMPLETEDτCLASS CURRICULUM IS 

DEPENDENT ON PRE-REQUISITE WORK BEING COMPLETED! 

 

 

 

COUNSELOR INSTRUCTIONS 

Ä Never meet alone with a Scout. 

Ä Verify all information & merit badge name on Application for Merit Badge is correct. 

Ä Sign your name on the line at the bottom of ά{9/¢Lhb . !tt[L/!b¢{ w9/hw5έ. 
 


