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FISH & WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM OVERVIEW 
 

COUNSELOR:  tba 

 

  C/O: Overland Trails Council 

   PO Box 1361 

   Grand Island, NE 68802-1361 
 

 

LOCATION:  Stuhr Museum 
 

 

TRANSPORTATION: N/A 
 

ADDITIONAL COSTS: None 
 

CLASS SIZE:  10  
 

BRING TO CLASS: Fish & Wildlife Management merit badge pamphlet. 

   Fish & Wildlife Management merit badge workbook, part one & part two. 

   Signed άApplication for Merit Badgeέ, found at the end of the merit badge  

   workbook.  (This will be your only record of work completed on this merit  

   badge.)  LŦ ȅƻǳǊ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ άōƭǳŜ ŎŀǊŘέΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ōǊƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ 

   you to class. 
 

PRE-REQUISITES: Complete Part One of the workbook before class (requirements  5, 6, & 8). 

   Complete information on άApplication for Merit Badgeέ including   

   Scoutmasters signature.   
 

CURRICULUM:  Requirements 1, 2, 3, 4, & 7 will be completed during class (part two of the 

   workbook).  Pre-requisites will also be reviewed during class. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FISH & WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT 
Boy Scouts Requirements 2010 

 

PRE-REQUISITE REQUIREMENTS ARE PRINTED IN BOLD UNDERLINED RED ITALICS & 

MUST BE COMPLETED BEFORE CLASS. 

 

1. Describe the meaning and purposes of fish and wildlife conservation and management. 

2. [ƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŦƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ 

wildlife resources. 

3. Describe some practical ways in which everyone can help with the fish and wildlife conservation 

effort. 

4. List and describe five major fish and wildlife management practices used by managers in your 

state. 

5. Do ONE of the following: 

a) Construct, erect, and check regularly at least two artificial nest boxes (wood duck, 

bluebird, squirrel, etc.)  and keep written records for one nesting season. 

b) Construct, erect, and check regularly bird feeders and keep written records of the kinds 

of birds visiting the feeders in the winter. 

c) Design and implement a backyard wildlife habitat improvement project and report the 

results. 

d) Design and construct a wildlife blind near a game trail, water hole, salt lick, bird 

feeder, or birdbath and take good photographs or make sketches from the blind of any 

combination of 10 wild birds, mammals, reptiles, or amphibians. 

6. Do ONE of the following: 

a) Observe and record 25 species of wildlife.  Your list may include mammals, birds, 

reptiles, amphibians, and fish.  Write down when and where each animal was seen. 

b) List the wildlife species in your state that are classified as endangered, threatened, 

exotic, game species, furbearers, or migratory game birds. 

c) Start a scrapbook of North American wildlife.  Insert markers to divide the book into 

separate parts for mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, and fish.  Collect articles on 

such subjects as life histories, habitat, behavior, and feeding habits on all of the five 

categories and place them in your notebook accordingly.  Articles and pictures may be 

taken from newspapers or science, nature, and outdoor magazines, or from other 

sources including the Internet (ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴύΦ  9ƴǘŜǊ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ŦƛǾŜ 

articles on mammals, five on birds, five on reptiles, five on amphibians, and five on 

fish.  Put each animal on a separate sheet in alphabetical order.  Include pictures 

whenever possible. 

7. Do ONE of the following: 

a) Determine the age of five species of fish from scale samples or identify various age 

classes of one species in a lake and report the results. 

b) Conduct a creel census on a small lake to estimate catch per unit effort. 



c) Examine the stomach contents of three species of fish and record the findings.  It is not 

necessary to catch any fish for this option.  You must visit a cleaning station set up for 

fishermen or find another, similar alternative. 

d) Make a freshwater aquarium.  Include at least four species of native plants and four 

species of animal life, such as whirligig beetles, freshwater shrimp, tadpoles, water 

snails, and golden shiners.  After 60 days of observation, discuss with your counselor the 

life cycles, food chains, and management needs you have recognized.  After completing 

ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ тŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊΩǎ ǎŀǘƛǎŦŀŎǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΣ ŎƘŜŎƪ 

local laws to determine what you should do with the specimens you have collected. 

8. Using resources found at the library and in periodicals, books, and the Internet (with your 

ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴύΣ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƪƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪ ŘƻƴŜ ōȅ ŦƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ 

managers.  Find out the education and training requirements for each position. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FISH & WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT WORKBOOK 

PART ONE, PRE-REQUSITIES 
 

Name          

Unit #     District        

Council           
 

Part One of the workbook must be completed before class.   

Bring the entire workbook (part one and part two) with you to class.   

Also bring the ά!ǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ aŜǊƛǘ .ŀŘƎŜέ signed by your scoutmaster (included at the end of the workbook). 
 

Ä 5. Do ONE of the following: 
Ä a) Construct, erect, and check regularly at least two artificial nest boxes (wood duck, 

bluebird, squirrel, etc.)  and keep written records for one nesting season. 
 
 

Completed:                                                                                 initial:                 date: 
 
 

OR 
Ä b) Construct, erect, and check regularly bird feeders and keep written records of the kinds of 

birds visiting the feeders in the winter. 
 
 

Completed:                                                                                 initial:                 date: 
 
 

OR 
Ä c) Design and implement a backyard wildlife habitat improvement project and report the 

results. 
 
 

Completed:                                                                                 initial:                 date: 
 
 

OR 
Ä d) Design and construct a wildlife blind near a game trail, water hole, salt lick, bird feeder, or 

birdbath and take good photographs or make sketches from the blind of any combination of 
10 wild birds, mammals, reptiles, or amphibians. 

 
 

Completed:                                                                                 initial:                 date: 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FISH & WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT WORKBOOK, PART ONE, p.2       
 

Name         
 

Ä 6. Do ONE of the following: 
Ä a) Observe and record 25 species of wildlife.  Your list may include mammals, birds, reptiles, 

amphibians, and fish.  Write down when and where each animal was seen. 
 

     Observe and record 25 species of wildlife: 

Species Date Time Location 

1.    

2.    

3.    

4.    

5.    

6.    

7.    

8.    

9.    

10.    

11.    

12.    

13.    

14.    

15.    

16    

17.    

18.    

19.    

20.    

21.    

22.    

23.    

24    

25.    
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FISH & WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT WORKBOOK, PART ONE, p.3       
 

Name         
 

6. continued 
OR 

Ä b) List the wildlife species in your state that are classified as endangered, threatened, exotic, 
game species, furbearers, or migratory game birds. 

 

     List wildlife species in your state that are classified as: 

Endangered Threatened Exotic 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 
 
 

Game Species Furbearers Migratory Game Birds 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 
 

 



FISH & WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT WORKBOOK, PART ONE, p.3       
 

Name         
 

6. continued 
OR 

Ä c) Start a scrapbook of North American wildlife.  Insert markers to divide the book into 
separate parts for mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, and fish.  Collect articles on such 
subjects as life histories, habitat, behavior, and feeding habits on all of the five categories 
and place them in your notebook accordingly.  Articles and pictures may be taken from 
newspapers or science, nature, and outdoor magazines, or from other sources including the 
Internet (with your pŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴύΦ  9ƴǘŜǊ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ŦƛǾŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ ƻƴ ƳŀƳƳŀƭǎΣ ŦƛǾŜ ƻƴ 
birds, five on reptiles, five on amphibians, and five on fish.  Put each animal on a separate 
sheet in alphabetical order.  Include pictures whenever possible. 

 
      

Scrapbook completed:                                                              initial:                 date: 
 
 

 

 

 

Ä 8. Using resources found at the library and in periodicals, books, and the Internet (with your 
ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴύΣ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƪƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ work done by fish and wildlife 
managers.  Find out the education and training requirements for each position. 

 

     Kinds of work done by fish and wildlife managers: 

Career positions Education and Training 

1. Education: 

 

 

Training: 

 

 

2. Education: 

 

 

Training: 

 

 

3. Education: 

 

 

Training: 

 

 
 
 

 



FISH & WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT WORKBOOK 

PART TWO, CLASS CURRICULUM  
 

Name          

Unit #     District        

Council           
 

Part Two of the workbook will be completed during class.   
 

Ä 1. Describe the meaning and purposes of fish and wildlife conservation and management. 
 

     Meaning and purposes of fish and wildlife conservation: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Ä 2. List and discuss at least ǘƘǊŜŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŦƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ 
wildlife resources. 

 

     Problems that continue to threaten fish and wildlife resources: 

Problem Discussion 

1.  

 

 

 

 

 

2.  

 

 

 

 

 

3.  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



     FISH & WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT WORKBOOK, PART TWO, p.2 
 

Name         
 

Ä 3. Describe some practical ways in which everyone can help with the fish and wildlife 
conservation effort. 

 

     Practical ways everyone can help: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Ä 4. List and describe five major fish and wildlife management practices used by managers in your 
state. 

 

     Fish and Wildlife Management Practices 

Management Practice Describe: 

1.  

 

 

 

2.  

 

 

 

3.  

 

 

 

4.  

 

 

 

5.  

 

 

 
 
 

 

 



     FISH & WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT WORKBOOK, PART TWO, p.3 
 

Name         
 

Ä 7. Do ONE of the following: 
Ä a) Determine the age of five species of fish from scale samples or identify various age classes 

of one species in a lake and report the results. 
 

     Determine age from scale samples: 

Fish Species Age 

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  
 
 

OR 
Ä b) Conduct a creel census on a small lake to estimate catch per unit effort. 

 
 

Completed:                                                                                initial:                  date: 
 
 

OR 
Ä c) Examine the stomach contents of three species of fish and record the findings.  It is not 

necessary to catch any fish for this option.  You must visit a cleaning station set up for 
fishermen or find another, similar alternative. 

 
 

Completed:                                                                                initial:                  date: 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



     FISH & WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT WORKBOOK, PART TWO, p.4 
 

Name         
 

7. continued 
OR 

Ä d) Make a freshwater aquarium.  Include at least four species of native plants and four 
species of animal life, such as whirligig beetles, freshwater shrimp, tadpoles, water snails, 
and golden shiners.  After 60 days of observation, discuss with your counselor the life cycles, 
food chains, and management needs you have recognized.  After completing requirement 
тŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊΩǎ ǎŀǘƛǎŦŀŎǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΣ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƭŀǿǎ ǘƻ 
determine what you should do with the specimens you have collected. 

 

     Freshwater aquarium: 

Native plants Animal life species 

1. 1. 

2. 2. 

3. 3. 

4. 4. 
 

     Observation for 60 days: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ORGANIZATIONS and WEB SITES 
 

ό²ƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ Ǝƻ ƻƴƭƛƴŜΣ ōŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƛǊǎǘΦύ 
 

American Birding Association 

 http://americanbirding.org 

American Fisheries Society 

 http://www.fisheries.org 

Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies 

 http://www.fishwildlife.org 

Leave No Trace Center for Outdoor Ethics 

 http://www.lnt.org 

National Audubon Society 

 http://www.audubon.org 

national Fish and Wildlife foundation 

 http://www.nfwf.org 

National marine fisheries Service 

 http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov 

National wildlife Federation 

 http://www.nwf.org 

National Zoological Park 

 http://nationalzoo.si.edu 

The Nature Conservancy 

 http://www.nature.org 

U.S. Fish and wildlife Service 

 http://www.fws.gov 

Wildlife Conservation Society 

 http://wcs.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://americanbirding.org/
http://www.fisheries.org/
http://www.fishwildlife.org/
http://www.lnt.org/
http://www.audubon.org/
http://www.nfwf.org/
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/
http://www.nwf.org/
http://nationalzoo.si.edu/
http://www.nature.org/
http://www.fws.gov/
http://wcs.org/


FISH & WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT WORKBOOK 

Notes 

 

 

 

 



APPLICATION FOR MERIT BADGE   MERIT BADGE UNIVERISTY 

Name:        Merit Badge: Fish & Wildlife Management 

Address:       Counselor:      

City:        Address: Overland Trails Council 

State:          PO Box 1361 

Is a registered                Boy Scout,      нулу hΩCƭŀƴƴŀƎŀƴ 

                  Varsity Scout,    Grand Island, NE  68802-1361 

                  Venturer,       

of                        No.              Phone:  308-382-3717 
       Troop, team, crew, ship      

District:          email: mbuotc@yahoo.com 

Council:        
and is qualified to begin working for this merit badge and has completed the following pre-requisite requirements: 

SECTION A PRE-REQUISITE REQUIREMENTS 

Requirement  
No. and letter 

Date of  
Approval 

Counselor 
Initial 

Requirement  
No. and letter 

Date of  
Approval 

Counselor  
Initial 

5      

6      

8      

             
The applicant has personally appeared before me and demonstrated to my satisfaction that he has met all pre-

requisites requirements for the above stated merit badge and is ready to attend his assigned MBU class. 

 

Signature of Unit Leader       Date    

SECTION B APPLICANTS RECORD 

Requirement  
No. and letter 

Date of 
Approval 

Counselor 
Initial 

Requirement  
No. and letter 

Date of 
Approval 

Counselor 
Initial 

1      

2       

3      

4      

7      

      

      

       

      
The applicant has personally appeared before me and demonstrated to my satisfaction that he has completed all 

requirements in SECTION B above for the 

Merit Badge:  Fish & Wildlife Management 

Name of Counselor:         

 

Signature of Counselor       Date    



 

SCOUT INSTRUCTIONS 

Ä Complete your name, address, city, unit type & number, district, & council on the 

Application for Merit Badge. 

Ä Your unit leader must sign the Application for Merit Badge before attending class. 

Ä All other information is already printed on the Application for Merit Badge; please make 

sure all information is correct. 

Ä The merit badge counselor is registered & approved for this merit badge and is on the 

a.¦ /ƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊΩǎ [ƛǎǘΦ 

Ä Read the merit badge pamphlet. 

Ä Attend the merit badge class. 

Ä Always meet with your counselor along with a buddy (a Scout, friend, or parent) 

Ä Have your merit badge worksheet with you when you attend class. 

Ä If the merit badge pre-requisites are not completed before class, you will not be able 

to complete the merit badge during this weekend event, you will have to follow up 

with your UƴƛǘΩǎ !ŘǾŀƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ /ƘŀƛǊ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƘƻƳŜ 

Ä PLEASE BE AWARE THAT SOME COUNSELORS WILL NOT ALLOW YOU TO ATTEND 

THEIR CLASS WITHOUT PRE-REQUISITES COMPLETEDτCLASS CURRICULUM IS 

DEPENDENT ON PRE-REQUISITE WORK BEING COMPLETED! 

 

 

 

COUNSELOR INSTRUCTIONS 

Ä Never meet alone with a Scout. 

Ä Verify all information & merit badge name on Application for Merit Badge is correct. 

Ä Sign your name on the line at the bottom of ά{9/¢Lhb . !tt[L/!b¢{ w9/hw5έ. 
 


