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Information in this booklet was accurate at the time of publishing. 

Boy Scouts Requirements 2010, Copyrighted Boy Scouts of America 

Program Overview & Workbook was reviewed by  

MBU Staff/Committee. 



COLLECTIONS PROGRAM OVERVIEW 
 

COUNSELOR:  tba 

 

  C/O: Overland Trails Council 

   PO Box 1361 

   Grand Island, NE 68802-1361 
 

 

LOCATION:  Central Community College 
 

 

 

TRANSPORTATION: N/A 
 

ADDITIONAL COSTS: None 
 

CLASS SIZE:  15  
 

BRING TO CLASS: Your Collection. 

   Collections merit badge pamphlet. 

   Collections merit badge workbook, part one & Part two. 

   Signed άApplication for Merit Badgeέ, found at the end of the merit badge  

   workbook.  (This will be your only record of work completed on this merit  

   badge.)  LŦ ȅƻǳǊ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ άōƭǳŜ ŎŀǊŘέΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ōǊƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ 

   you to class. 
 

PRE-REQUISITES: Complete Part One of the workbook before class (requirements  1 & 8). 

   Complete information on άApplication for Merit Badgeέ including   

   Scoutmasters signature.   
 

CURRICULUM:  Requirements 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, & 7 will be completed during class (part   

   two of the workbook).  Pre-requisites will also be reviewed during class. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COLLECTIONS 
Boy Scouts Requirements 2010 

 

PRE-REQUISITE REQUIREMENTS ARE PRINTED IN BOLD UNDERLINED RED ITALICS & 

MUST BE COMPLETED BEFORE CLASS. 
 

1. Prepare a short written report or outline for your counselor, giving a detailed description of 

your collection,* including a short history.  Be sure to include why you chose that particular 

type of collecting and what you enjoy and have learned from your collection. 

2. Explain the growth and development of your collection. 

3. Demonstrate your knowledge of preserving and displaying your collection. 

a) Explain the precautions you need to take to preserve your collection, including 

1) Handling 

2) Cleaning 

3) Storage 

b) Explain how best to display your collection, keeping in mind preserving as discussed 

above. 

c) Explain to your counselor the events available for a hobbyist of this collection, including 

shows, seminars, conventions, contests, and museum programs or exhibits. 

4. Demonstrate your knowledge of collecting and investing.  Discuss with your counselor: 

a) How investing and speculation would apply to your collection 

b) What you would look for in purchasing other collections similar to yours 

c) What you would expect in return value if you decided to sell all or part of the collection 

5. Do the following: 

a) Discuss with your counselor at least 10 terms commonly used in your collection and be 

prepared to discuss the definition of each. 

b) Show your counselor any two groups from your collection.  Explain how you organized 

your collection and why you chose that method.  (Note:  If your collection is too large to 

transport and your counselor is unable to view your collection directly, photographs 

should be available to share.) 

c) Explain how your collection is valued by other collectors, and display to your counselor 

any price guides that may be available. 

d) Explain how your collection is graded for value, physical defects, size, and age.  Show 

the various classifications or ratings used in your collection. 

e) List the national, state, or local association responsive to your collection. 

f) Show the location of and explain to your counselor the identification number (if 

applicable), series, brand name (if any), and any other special identification marks. 

6. Discuss with your counselor the plans you have to continue with the collection in the future. 

7. Discuss with your counselor why and how collecting has changed and how this applies to your 

collection. 



8. Find out about career opportunities in collecting.  Pick one and find out the education, 

training, and experience required for this profession.  Discuss this with your counselor, and 

explain why this profession might interest you. 

 

 

 

      

*Stamp and coin collecting are excluded from eligibility for this merit badge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COLLECTIONS WORKBOOK 

PART ONE, PRE-REQUSITIES 
 

Name          

Unit #     District        

Council           
 

Part One of the workbook must be completed before class.   

Bring the entire workbook (part one and part two) with you to class.   

Also bring the ά!ǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ aŜǊƛǘ .ŀŘƎŜέ signed by your scoutmaster (included at the end of the workbook). 
 

Ä 1. Prepare a short written report or outline for your counselor, giving a detailed description of 
your collection,* including a short history.  Be sure to include why you chose that particular type 
of collecting and what you enjoy and have learned from your collection. 

 

     Description of your collection: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

     Short history: 

 

 

 

 
 

     Why you chose this type of collecting 

 

 

 

 
 

     What you enjoy and have learned: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 



COLLECTIONS WORKBOOK, PART ONE, p.2         
 

Name         
 

Ä 8. Find out about career opportunities in collecting.  Pick one and find out the education, 
training, and experience required for this profession.  Discuss this with your counselor, and 
explain why this profession might interest you. 

 

     Career opportunities in collecting: 

1. 

2. 

3. 
 

     Pick one career: 

Career: 

Education: 

Training: 

Experience: 
 

     ²Ƙȅ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΩǎ ȅƻǳΥ 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COLLECTIONS WORKBOOK 

PART TWO, CLASS CURRICULUM  
 

Name          

Unit #     District        

Council           
 

Part Two of the workbook will be completed during class.   
 

Ä 2. Explain the growth and development of your collection. 
 

     Collection growth and development: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Ä 3. Demonstrate your knowledge of preserving and displaying your collection. 
Ä a) Explain the precautions you need to take to preserve your collection, including 

Ä 1) Handling 
Ä 2) Cleaning 
Ä 3) Storage 

 

     Handling: 

 

 
 

     Cleaning: 

 

 
 

     Storage: 

 

 
 
 

 



       COLLECTIONS WORKBOOK, PART TWO, p.2 
 

Name         
 

3. continued 
Ä b) Explain how best to display your collection, keeping in mind preserving as discussed 

above. 
 

     Displaying your collection: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Ä c) Explain to your counselor the events available for a hobbyist of this collection, including 
shows, seminars, conventions, contests, and museum programs or exhibits. 

 

     Available events: 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Ä 4. Demonstrate your knowledge of collecting and investing.  Discuss with your counselor: 
Ä a) How investing and speculation would apply to your collection 

 

     Investing and speculation: 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Ä b) What you would look for in purchasing other collections similar to yours 
 

     Purchasing other collections: 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 



       COLLECTIONS WORKBOOK, PART TWO, p.3 
 

Name         
 

4. continued 
Ä c) What you would expect in return value if you decided to sell all or part of the collection 

 

     Return value: 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Ä 5. Do the following: 
Ä a) Discuss with your counselor at least 10 terms commonly used in your collection and be 

prepared to discuss the definition of each. 
 

     Term:                               Definition: 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 
 

Ä b) Show your counselor any two groups from your collection.  Explain how you organized 
your collection and why you chose that method.  (Note:  If your collection is too large to 
transport and your counselor is unable to view your collection directly, photographs should 
be available to share.) 

 

     Groups of your collection: 

1. 

2. 
 

    Organization of your collection and why: 

 

 

 

 

 
 



       COLLECTIONS WORKBOOK, PART TWO, p.4 
 

Name         
 

5. continued 
Ä c) Explain how your collection is valued by other collectors, and display to your counselor 

any price guides that may be available. 
 

     Valued by other collectors: 

 

 
 

     Price guides: 

 

 

 
 
 

Ä d) Explain how your collection is graded for value, physical defects, size, and age.  Show the 
various classifications or ratings used in your collection. 

 

     Graded for value: 

 

 

 
 

     Classifications or ratings used: 

 

 

 
 
 

Ä e) List the national, state, or local association responsive to your collection. 
 

     Associations: 

 

 
 
 

Ä f) Show the location of and explain to your counselor the identification number (if 
applicable), series, brand name (if any), and any other special identification marks. 

 

     Special identification marks: 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 



       COLLECTIONS WORKBOOK, PART TWO, p.5 
 

Name         
 

Ä 6. Discuss with your counselor the plans you have to continue with the collection in the future. 
 

     Continuing with your collection: 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Ä 7. Discuss with your counselor why and how collecting has changed and how this applies to your 
collection. 

 

     Why and how collecting has changed: 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ORGANIZATIONS and WEB SITES 
 

Association for Collecting Clubs and National Association of Collectors 

 http://colectors.org 

/ƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊǎΩ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ .ǳǊŜŀǳ 

 http://www.collectorsinfo.com 

Ephemera Society of America 

 http://www.ephemerasociety.org 

International Scouting Collectors Association 

 http://scouttrader.org 

Museum of Comic and Cartoon Art 

 http://www.moccany.com 

Printed Ephemera Collection at Library of Congress 

 http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/rbpehtml/pdhome.html 

Smithsonian Institution 

 http://kids.si.edu/collecting 

United States Club List 

 http://www.rockhounds.com/rockshop/clublist.html 

 

Magazines and Publishers 

Beckett Media 

 http://www.beckett.com 

/ƻƳƛŎǎ .ǳȅŜǊΩǎ DǳƛŘŜ 

 http://www.cbgxtra.com 

DC Comics 

 http://www.dccomics.com 

Donruss Sports Trading Cards 

 http://www.donruss.com 

Fleer Trading Cards 

 http://www.g=fleer.com 

Gemstone Publishing 

 http://www.gemstonepub.com 

Marvel Comics 

 http://www.marvel.com 

Rocks & Minerals 

 http://rocksandminerals.org 

Topps 

 http://www.topps.com 

Tuff Stuff (multi-sports collectibles magazine) 

 http://www.tuffstuff.com 

Upper Deck 

 http://www.upperdeck.com 

http://colectors.org/
http://www.collectorsinfo.com/
http://www.ephemerasociety.org/
http://scouttrader.org/
http://www.moccany.com/
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/rbpehtml/pdhome.html
http://kids.si.edu/collecting
http://www.rockhounds.com/rockshop/clublist.html
http://www.beckett.com/
http://www.cbgxtra.com/
http://www.dccomics.com/
http://www.donruss.com/
http://www.g=fleer.com/
http://www.gemstonepub.com/
http://www.marvel.com/
http://rocksandminerals.org/
http://www.topps.com/
http://www.tuffstuff.com/
http://www.upperdeck.com/


COLLECTIONS WORKBOOK 

Notes 

 

 

 

 



APPLICATION FOR MERIT BADGE   MERIT BADGE UNIVERISTY 

Name:        Merit Badge: Collections 

Address:       Counselor:      

City:        Address: Overland Trails Council 

State:          PO Box 1361 

Is a registered                Boy Scout,      нулу hΩCƭŀƴƴŀƎŀƴ 

                  Varsity Scout,    Grand Island, NE  68802-1361 

                  Venturer,       

of                        No.              Phone:  308-382-3717 
       Troop, team, crew, ship      

District:          email: mbuotc@yahoo.com 

Council:        
and is qualified to begin working for this merit badge and has completed the following pre-requisite requirements: 

SECTION A PRE-REQUISITE REQUIREMENTS 

Requirement  
No. and letter 

Date of  
Approval 

Counselor 
Initial 

Requirement  
No. and letter 

Date of  
Approval 

Counselor  
Initial 

1      

8      

      

             
The applicant has personally appeared before me and demonstrated to my satisfaction that he has met all pre-

requisites requirements for the above stated merit badge and is ready to attend his assigned MBU class. 

 

Signature of Unit Leader       Date    

SECTION B APPLICANTS RECORD 

Requirement  
No. and letter 

Date of 
Approval 

Counselor 
Initial 

Requirement  
No. and letter 

Date of 
Approval 

Counselor 
Initial 

2      

3       

4      

5      

6      

7      

      

       

      
The applicant has personally appeared before me and demonstrated to my satisfaction that he has completed all 

requirements in SECTION B above for the 

Merit Badge:  Collections 

Name of Counselor:         

 

Signature of Counselor       Date    



 

SCOUT INSTRUCTIONS 

Ä Complete your name, address, city, unit type & number, district, & council on the 

Application for Merit Badge. 

Ä Your unit leader must sign the Application for Merit Badge before attending class. 

Ä All other information is already printed on the Application for Merit Badge; please make 

sure all information is correct. 

Ä The merit badge counselor is registered & approved for this merit badge and is on the 

a.¦ /ƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊΩǎ [ƛǎǘΦ 

Ä Read the merit badge pamphlet. 

Ä Attend the merit badge class. 

Ä Always meet with your counselor along with a buddy (a Scout, friend, or parent) 

Ä Have your merit badge worksheet with you when you attend class. 

Ä If the merit badge pre-requisites are not completed before class, you will not be able 

to complete the merit badge during this weekend event, you will have to follow up 

ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ¦ƴƛǘΩǎ !ŘǾŀƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ /ƘŀƛǊ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƘƻƳŜ 

Ä PLEASE BE AWARE THAT SOME COUNSELORS WILL NOT ALLOW YOU TO ATTEND 

THEIR CLASS WITHOUT PRE-REQUISITES COMPLETEDτCLASS CURRICULUM IS 

DEPENDENT ON PRE-REQUISITE WORK BEING COMPLETED! 

 

 

 

COUNSELOR INSTRUCTIONS 

Ä Never meet alone with a Scout. 

Ä Verify all information & merit badge name on Application for Merit Badge is correct. 

Ä Sign your name on the line at the bottom of ά{9/¢Lhb . !tt[L/!b¢{ w9/hw5έ. 
 


