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Boy Scouts Requirements 2010, Copyrighted Boy Scouts of America 

Program Overview & Workbook was reviewed by  
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HORSEMANSHIP PROGRAM OVERVIEW 
 

COUNSELOR:  tba 

 

  C/O: Overland Trails Council 

   PO Box 1361 

   Grand Island, NE 68802-1361 
 

 

LOCATION:  Stuhr Museum 
 

 

TRANSPORTATION: N/A 
 

ADDITIONAL COSTS: None 
 

CLASS SIZE:  10  
 

BRING TO CLASS: Horsemanship merit badge pamphlet. 

   Horsemanship merit badge workbook, part one & part two. 

   Signed άApplication for Merit Badgeέ, found at the end of the merit badge  

   workbook.  (This will be your only record of work completed on this merit  

   badge.)  LŦ ȅƻǳǊ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ άōƭǳŜ ŎŀǊŘέΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ōǊƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ 

   you to class. 
 

PRE-REQUISITES: Complete Part One of the workbook before class (requirements 2, 3, & 11). 

   Complete information on άApplication for Merit Badgeέ including   

   Scoutmasters signature.   
 

CURRICULUM:  Requirements 1, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, & 10 will be completed during class (part  

   two of the workbook).  Pre-requisites will also be reviewed during class. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

The riding requirement of this merit badge will require additional practice by novice riders. 

Scouts will receive credit for all work completed. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



HORSEMANSHIP 
Boy Scouts Requirements 2010 

 

PRE-REQUISITE REQUIREMENTS ARE PRINTED IN BOLD UNDERLINED RED ITALICS & 

MUST BE COMPLETED BEFORE CLASS. 

 

1. Do the following: 

a) Describe the safety precautions you should take when handling and caring for a horse.  

b) Explain and demonstrate how to approach and lead a horse safely from a stall, corral, or 

field and how to tie the horse securely. 

c) Demonstrate how to safely mount and ride a horse and how to safely dismount the 

horse after your ride. 

2. Name 15 main parts of a horse. 

3. Name four leading breeds of horses.  Explain the special features for which each breed is 

known. 

4. Show how to care for a Western and English saddle and bridle.  Name 10 parts of the saddle and 

bridle that you will use. 

5. Show how to groom, pick out hooves, prepare a horse for a ride, and care for a horse after a ride. 

6. Describe the symptoms of colic.  Describe four other horse health problems. 

7. Name three main conformation faults of the feet and legs, and explain how to detect them.  

Explain the difference between lameness and unsoundness. 

8. Explain how to trim and shoe a horseôs foot and how to make adjustments according to its 

conformation, the season of the year, and the riding conditions. 

9. Demonstrate the correct way to feed a horse.  Explain how you determined what and how much 

to feed the horse and why the amount and kind of feed will be changed according to activity level 

and the kind of horse it is. 

10. Show how to properly saddle and bridle a horse. 

11. On level ground, continuously do the following movements.  Do them correctly, at ease, and in 

harmony with the horse. 

a) Mount the horse. 

b) Walk the horse in a straight line for 60 feet in radius. 

c) Make a half-circle of not more than 16 feet in radius. 

d) Trot or jog in a straight line for at least 60 feet. 

e) Make a half-circle of not more than 30 feet in radius at a jog or trot. 

f) Halt straight. 

g) Back up straight four paces. 

h) Halt and dismount. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HORSEMANSHIP WORKBOOK 

PART ONE, PRE-REQUSITIES 
 

Name          

Unit #     District        

Council           
 

Part One of the workbook must be completed before class.   

Bring the entire workbook (part one and part two) with you to class.   

Also bring the ά!ǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ aŜǊƛǘ .ŀŘƎŜέ signed by your scoutmaster (included at the end of the workbook). 
 

Ä 2. Name 15 main parts of a horse. 
 

     Parts of a horse: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



HORSEMANSHIP WORKBOOK, PART ONE, p.2         
 

Name         
 

Ä 3. Name four leading breeds of horses.  Explain the special features for which each breed is 

known. 
 

Leading Breeds of Horses 

Breed Special Features 

1.  

  

2.  

  

3.  

  

4.  

  
 
 

 

 

Ä 11. On level ground, continuously do the following movements.  Do them correctly, at ease, and 

in harmony with the horse. 

Ä a)Mount the horse. 
 

     Notes/comments: 

 

 
 
 

Ä b) Walk the horse in a straight line for 60 feet in radius. 
 

     Notes/comments: 

 

 
 
 

Ä c) Make a half-circle of not more than 16 feet in radius. 
 

     Notes/comments: 

 

 
 
 

Ä d) Trot or jog in a straight line for at least 60 feet. 
 

     Notes/comments: 

 

 
 
 

 



HORSEMANSHIP WORKBOOK, PART ONE, p.3         
 

Name         
 

11. continued 

Ä e) Make a half-circle of not more than 30 feet in radius at a jog or trot. 
 

     Notes/comments: 

 

 
 
 

Ä f) Halt straight. 
 

     Notes/comments: 

 

 
 
 

Ä g) Back up straight four paces. 
 

     Notes/comments: 

 

 
 
 

Ä h) Halt and dismount. 
 

     Notes/comments: 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

The riding requirement of this merit badge will require additional practice by novice riders. 

Scouts will receive credit for all work completed. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HORSEMANSHIP WORKBOOK 

PART TWO, CLASS CURRICULUM  
 

Name          

Unit #     District        

Council           
 

Part Two of the workbook will be completed during class.   
 

Ä 1. Do the following: 
Ä a) Describe the safety precautions you should take when handling and caring for a horse.  

 

     Safety precautions: 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Ä b) Explain and demonstrate how to approach and lead a horse safely from a stall, corral, or 
field and how to tie the horse securely. 

 

     Lead a horse: 

 

 
 

     Tie a horse securely: 

 

 
 
 

Ä c) Demonstrate how to safely mount and ride a horse and how to safely dismount the horse 
after your ride. 

 

     Safely mount and ride: 

 

 
 

     Safely dismount: 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



       HORSEMANSHIP WORKBOOK, PART TWO, p.2 
 

Name         
 

Ä 4. Show how to care for a Western and English saddle and bridle.  Name 10 parts of the saddle 

and bridle that you will use. 
 

     Care for saddles and bridles: 

 

 

 

 
 

     Name 10 parts of the saddle and bridle: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Ä 5. Show how to groom, pick out hooves, prepare a horse for a ride, and care for a horse after a 

ride. 
 

     Notes/comments: 

 

 
 
 

 



       HORSEMANSHIP WORKBOOK, PART TWO, p.3 
 

Name         
 

Ä 6. Describe the symptoms of colic.  Describe four other horse health problems. 
 

     Symptoms of colic: 

 

 
 
 

Health problems Description 

1.  

 

 

2.  

 

 

3.  

 

 

4.  

 

 
 
 

 

 

Ä 7. Name three main conformation faults of the feet and legs, and explain how to detect them.  

Explain the difference between lameness and unsoundness. 
 

     Feet and legs: 

Conformation Faults How to Detect Them 

1.  

 

 

2.  

 

 

3.  

 

 
 

     Difference between lameness and unsoundness: 

 

 

 
 
 



       HORSEMANSHIP WORKBOOK, PART TWO, p.4 
 

Name         
 

Ä 8. Explain how to trim and shoe a horseôs foot and how to make adjustments according to its 

conformation, the season of the year, and the riding conditions. 
 

     9ȄǇƭŀƛƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǘǊƛƳ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻŜ ŀ ƘƻǊǎŜΩǎ ŦƻƻǘΥ 

 

 

 

 
 

How to Make Adjustments 

Its conformation  

 

The season of the year  

 

Riding conditions  

 
 
 

 

 

Ä 9. Demonstrate the correct way to feed a horse.  Explain how you determined what and how 

much to feed the horse and why the amount and kind of feed will be changed according to 

activity level and the kind of horse it is. 
 

     Correct way to feed a horse: 

 

 

 

 
 

     What and how much to feed a horse: 

 

 

 

 
 

     Why amount and kind of feed change: 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 



       HORSEMANSHIP WORKBOOK, PART TWO, p.5 
 

Name         
 

Ä 10. Show how to properly saddle and bridle a horse. 
 

     Notes/comments 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ORGANIZATIONS and WEB SITES 
 

ό²ƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ Ǝƻ ƻƴƭƛƴŜΣ ōŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƛǊǎǘΦύ 
 

International Equestrian News network 

 http://www.equestriantimes.com 

The United States Pony Clubs 

 http://www.ponyclub.org 

National Reining Horse Association 

 http://www.nrha.com 

United States Dressage federation 

 http://www.usdf.org 

United States Equestrian Foundation 

 http://www.uset.com 

United States Eventing Association 

 http://www.useventing.com 

Pony of the Americas Club 

 http://www.poac.org 

 

Magazines 

Horse Illustrated 

 http://www.horsechannel.com/horse-magazines/horse-illustrated 

Horse & Rider 

 http://www.horseandrider.com 

Practical Horseman 

 http://www.practicalhorsemanmag.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.equestriantimes.com/
http://www.ponyclub.org/
http://www.nrha.com/
http://www.usdf.org/
http://www.uset.com/
http://www.useventing.com/
http://www.poac.org/
http://www.horsechannel.com/horse-magazines/horse-illustrated
http://www.horseandrider.com/
http://www.practicalhorsemanmag.com/


HORSEMANSHIP WORKBOOK 

Notes 

 

 

 

 



APPLICATION FOR MERIT BADGE   MERIT BADGE UNIVERISTY 

Name:        Merit Badge: Horsemanship 

Address:       Counselor:      

City:        Address: Overland Trails Council 

State:          PO Box 1361 

Is a registered                Boy Scout,      нулу hΩCƭŀƴƴŀƎŀƴ 

                  Varsity Scout,    Grand Island, NE  68802-1361 

                  Venturer,       

of                        No.              Phone:  308-382-3717 
       Troop, team, crew, ship      

District:          email: mbuotc@yahoo.com 

Council:        
and is qualified to begin working for this merit badge and has completed the following pre-requisite requirements: 

SECTION A PRE-REQUISITE REQUIREMENTS 

Requirement  
No. and letter 

Date of  
Approval 

Counselor 
Initial 

Requirement  
No. and letter 

Date of  
Approval 

Counselor  
Initial 

2      

3      

11      

             
The applicant has personally appeared before me and demonstrated to my satisfaction that he has met all pre-

requisites requirements for the above stated merit badge and is ready to attend his assigned MBU class. 

 

Signature of Unit Leader       Date    

SECTION B APPLICANTS RECORD 

Requirement  
No. and letter 

Date of 
Approval 

Counselor 
Initial 

Requirement  
No. and letter 

Date of 
Approval 

Counselor 
Initial 

1      

4   Tentative 11    

5      

6      

7      

8      

9      

10       

      
The applicant has personally appeared before me and demonstrated to my satisfaction that he has completed all 

requirements in SECTION B above for the 

Merit Badge:  Horsemanship 

Name of Counselor:         

 

Signature of Counselor       Date    



 

SCOUT INSTRUCTIONS 

Ä Complete your name, address, city, unit type & number, district, & council on the 

Application for Merit Badge. 

Ä Your unit leader must sign the Application for Merit Badge before attending class. 

Ä All other information is already printed on the Application for Merit Badge; please make 

sure all information is correct. 

Ä The merit badge counselor is registered & approved for this merit badge and is on the 

a.¦ /ƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊΩǎ [ƛǎǘΦ 

Ä Read the merit badge pamphlet. 

Ä Attend the merit badge class. 

Ä Always meet with your counselor along with a buddy (a Scout, friend, or parent) 

Ä Have your merit badge worksheet with you when you attend class. 

Ä If the merit badge pre-requisites are not completed before class, you will not be able 

to complete the merit badge during this weekend event, you will have to follow up 

with your UƴƛǘΩǎ !ŘǾŀƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ /ƘŀƛǊ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƘƻƳŜ 

Ä PLEASE BE AWARE THAT SOME COUNSELORS WILL NOT ALLOW YOU TO ATTEND 

THEIR CLASS WITHOUT PRE-REQUISITES COMPLETEDτCLASS CURRICULUM IS 

DEPENDENT ON PRE-REQUISITE WORK BEING COMPLETED! 

 

 

 

COUNSELOR INSTRUCTIONS 

Ä Never meet alone with a Scout. 

Ä Verify all information & merit badge name on Application for Merit Badge is correct. 

Ä Sign your name on the line at the bottom of ά{9/¢Lhb . !tt[L/!b¢{ w9/hw5έ. 
 


