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Information in this booklet was accurate at the time of publishing. 

Boy Scouts Requirements 2010, Copyrighted Boy Scouts of America 

Program Overview & Workbook was reviewed by  

MBU Staff/Committee. 



LEATHERWORK PROGRAM OVERVIEW 
 

COUNSELOR:  tba 

 

  C/O: Overland Trails Council 

   PO Box 1361 

   Grand Island, NE 68802-1361 
 

 

LOCATION:  Stuhr Museum 
 

 

TRANSPORTATION: N/A 
 

ADDITIONAL COSTS: None 
 

CLASS SIZE:  10  
 

BRING TO CLASS: Leatherwork merit badge pamphlet. 

   Leatherwork merit badge workbook, part one & part two. 

   Signed άApplication for Merit Badgeέ, found at the end of the merit badge  

   workbook.  (This will be your only record of work completed on this merit  

   badge.)  LŦ ȅƻǳǊ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ άōƭǳŜ ŎŀǊŘέΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ōǊƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ 

   you to class. 
 

PRE-REQUISITES: Complete Part One of the workbook before class (requirements  2 & 4). 

   Complete information on άApplication for Merit Badgeέ including   

   Scoutmasters signature.   
 

CURRICULUM:  Requirements 1, 3, & 5 will be completed during class (part two of the 

   workbook).  Pre-requisites will also be reviewed during class. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LEATHERWORK 
Boy Scouts Requirements 2010 

 

PRE-REQUISITE REQUIREMENTS ARE PRINTED IN BOLD UNDERLINED RED ITALICS & 

MUST BE COMPLETED BEFORE CLASS. 

 

1. Identify and demonstrate to your counselor the safe use of leatherworking tools.  Show correct 

procedures for handling leathercraft dyes, cements, and finishes.  Know first aid for cuts, 

internal poisoning, and skin irritation. 

2. Explain to our counselor 

a) Where leather comes from 

b) What kinds of hides are used to make leather 

c) What are five types of leather 

d) What are the best uses for each type of leather 

3. Make one or more articles of leather that use at least five of the following steps: 

a) Pattern layout and transfer 

b) Cutting leather 

c) Punching holes 

d) Carving or stamping surface designs 

e) Applying dye or stain and finish to the project 

f) Assembly by lacing or stitching 

g) Setting snaps and rivets 

h) Dressing edges 

4. Recondition or show that you can take proper care of your shoes, a baseball glove, a saddle, 

furniture, or other articles of leather. 

5. Do ONE of the following: 

a) Learn about the commercial tanning process.  Report about it to your merit badge 

counselor. 

b) Tan the skin of a small animal.  Describe the safety precautions you will take and the 

tanning method that you used. 

c) Braid or plait an article out of leather or vinyl lace. 

d) Visit a leather-related business.  This could be a leathercraft supply company, a tannery, 

a leather goods or shoe factory, or a saddle shop.  Report on your visit to your 

counselor. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LEATHERWORK WORKBOOK 

PART ONE, PRE-REQUSITIES 
 

Name          

Unit #     District        

Council           
 

Part One of the workbook must be completed before class.   

Bring the entire workbook (part one and part two) with you to class.   

Also bring the ά!ǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ aŜǊƛǘ .ŀŘƎŜέ signed by your scoutmaster (included at the end of the workbook). 
 

Ä 2. Explain to our counselor 
Ä a) Where leather comes from 

 

     Leather comes from: 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Ä b) What kinds of hides are used to make leather 
 

     Kinds of hides used: 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Ä c) What are five types of leather 
 

     Types of leather: 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LEATHERWORK WORKBOOK, PART ONE, p.2         
 

Name         
 

2. continued 
Ä d) What are the best uses for each type of leather 

 

Uses of Leather 

Type of leather Best uses 

1  

 

2  

 

3  

 

4  

 

5  

 
 
 

 

 

 

Ä 4. Recondition or show that you can take proper care of your shoes, a baseball glove, a saddle, 
furniture, or other articles of leather. 

 

     Recondition or show proper care of: 

Shoes     or                                                               Initial:                 date: 

Baseball glove      or                                                               Initial:                 date: 

Saddle      or                                                               Initial:                 date: 

Furniture    or                                                               Initial:                 date: 

other article of leather                                                               Initial:                 date: 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LEATHERWORK WORKBOOK 

PART TWO, CLASS CURRICULUM  
 

Name          

Unit #     District        

Council           
 

Part Two of the workbook will be completed during class.   
 

Ä 1. Identify and demonstrate to your counselor the safe use of leatherworking tools.  Show 
correct procedures for handling leathercraft dyes, cements, and finishes.  Know first aid for cuts, 
internal poisoning, and skin irritation. 

 

     Leatherworking tools: 

Tool Safe use 

Scratch awl  

Knife  

Leather shears  

Strap cutter  

Swivel knife  

Metal-Stamping tools  

Mallet  

Edge beveler  

Hole punches  

Setters   
 

     Correct procedures for handling the following: 

Leathercraft dyes  

Cements  

Finishes  
 

     First aid for: 

Cuts  

 

Internal poisoning  

 

Skin irritation  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



       LEATHERWORK WORKBOOK, PART TWO, p.2 
 

Name         
 

Ä 3. Make one or more articles of leather that use at least five of the following steps: 
Ä a) Pattern layout and transfer 
Ä b) Cutting leather 
Ä c) Punching holes 
Ä d) Carving or stamping surface designs 
Ä e) Applying dye or stain and finish to the project 
Ä f) Assembly by lacing or stitching 
Ä g) Setting snaps and rivets 
Ä h) Dressing edges 

 

     Make one or more articles of leather: 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Ä 5. Do ONE of the following: 
Ä a) Learn about the commercial tanning process.  Report about it to your merit badge 

counselor. 
 

     Commercial tanning process: 

 

 

 

 
 
 

OR 
Ä b) Tan the skin of a small animal.  Describe the safety precautions you will take and the 

tanning method that you used. 
 

     Tan the skin of a small animal: 

 
 

     Safety precautions: 

 

 

 
 

     Tanning method used: 

 

 
 
 



       LEATHERWORK WORKBOOK, PART TWO, p.3 
 

Name         
 

5. continued 
OR 

Ä c) Braid or plait an article out of leather or vinyl lace. 
 

     Braid or plait: 

 

 

 
 
 

OR 
Ä d) Visit a leather-related business.  This could be a leathercraft supply company, a tannery, a 

leather goods or shoe factory, or a saddle shop.  Report on your visit to your counselor. 
 

     Visited: 

                                                                                                      Initial:                 date: 
 

     Report on your visit: 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ORGANIZATIONS and WEB SITES 
 

ό²ƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ Ǝƻ ƻƴƭƛƴŜΣ ōŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƛǊǎǘΦύ 
 

Tandy Leather factory 

 Http://www.leatherfactory.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.leatherfactory.com/


LEATHERWORK WORKBOOK 

Notes 

 

 

 

 



APPLICATION FOR MERIT BADGE   MERIT BADGE UNIVERISTY 

Name:        Merit Badge: Leatherwork 

Address:       Counselor:      

City:        Address: Overland Trails Council 

State:          PO Box 1361 

Is a registered                Boy Scout,      нулу hΩCƭŀƴƴŀgan 

                  Varsity Scout,    Grand Island, NE  68802-1361 

                  Venturer,       

of                        No.              Phone:  308-382-3717 
       Troop, team, crew, ship      

District:          email: mbuotc@yahoo.com 

Council:        
and is qualified to begin working for this merit badge and has completed the following pre-requisite requirements: 

SECTION A PRE-REQUISITE REQUIREMENTS 

Requirement  
No. and letter 

Date of  
Approval 

Counselor 
Initial 

Requirement  
No. and letter 

Date of  
Approval 

Counselor  
Initial 

2      

4      

      

             
The applicant has personally appeared before me and demonstrated to my satisfaction that he has met all pre-

requisites requirements for the above stated merit badge and is ready to attend his assigned MBU class. 

 

Signature of Unit Leader       Date    

SECTION B APPLICANTS RECORD 

Requirement  
No. and letter 

Date of 
Approval 

Counselor 
Initial 

Requirement  
No. and letter 

Date of 
Approval 

Counselor 
Initial 

1      

3       

5      

      

      

      

      

       

      
The applicant has personally appeared before me and demonstrated to my satisfaction that he has completed all 

requirements in SECTION B above for the 

Merit Badge:  Leatherwork 

Name of Counselor:         

 

Signature of Counselor       Date    



 

SCOUT INSTRUCTIONS 

Ä Complete your name, address, city, unit type & number, district, & council on the 

Application for Merit Badge. 

Ä Your unit leader must sign the Application for Merit Badge before attending class. 

Ä All other information is already printed on the Application for Merit Badge; please make 

sure all information is correct. 

Ä The merit badge counselor is registered & approved for this merit badge and is on the 

a.¦ /ƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊΩǎ [ƛǎǘΦ 

Ä Read the merit badge pamphlet. 

Ä Attend the merit badge class. 

Ä Always meet with your counselor along with a buddy (a Scout, friend, or parent) 

Ä Have your merit badge worksheet with you when you attend class. 

Ä If the merit badge pre-requisites are not completed before class, you will not be able 

to complete the merit badge during this weekend event, you will have to follow up 

with your UƴƛǘΩǎ !ŘǾŀƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ /ƘŀƛǊ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƘƻƳŜ 

Ä PLEASE BE AWARE THAT SOME COUNSELORS WILL NOT ALLOW YOU TO ATTEND 

THEIR CLASS WITHOUT PRE-REQUISITES COMPLETEDτCLASS CURRICULUM IS 

DEPENDENT ON PRE-REQUISITE WORK BEING COMPLETED! 

 

 

 

COUNSELOR INSTRUCTIONS 

Ä Never meet alone with a Scout. 

Ä Verify all information & merit badge name on Application for Merit Badge is correct. 

Ä Sign your name on the line at the bottom of ά{9/¢Lhb B APP[L/!b¢{ w9/hw5έ. 
 


